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Soviets say talks stalled on testing 

GENEVA (AP) — The chief Soviet delegate to superpower 
talks on nuclear testing said Tuesday that the talks, which 
recessed Monday, have stalled because of American refusal to 
discuss a complete ban on nuclear tests. But the envoy, 
. Petrosyan ts, refer i*.J re 2 “growing resistance move- 
ment” in the United Sts*'*" aeri"*st nuclear tests, and said he 
hoped “reason will prevail and there will be a bilateral 
moratorium. There are sober-minded people in the United 
States who oppose nuclear testing.’* The United States con- 
ducted its first nudear test of 1987 ou Feb. 3. Previously, the 
Soviets had said they would end their self-imposed unilateral 
test moratorium, begun in August 1985, after the first U.S. test. 
Mr. Petiosyams said the Soviets had not yet broken the 
moratorium but he declined to say when they might. 
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League urges aid to Palestinians 

ALGIERS (Agencies) — The Arab League urged Arab Red 
Crescent and Red Cross organisations on Tuesday to send 
emergency aid to Palestinian refugees besieged in refugee 
camps, the Algerian news agency APS reported. The appeal was 
made by Algerian Foreign Minister Ahmad Taleb Ibrahimi, 
chairman of an Arab League committee on the “camps war” set 
up in December, and Arab League Secretary-General Chadli 
Klibi, the agency said. The plight of the Palestinian refugees has 
shocked the Arab public since they asked Islamic religious 
leaders for permission to eat human flesh 10 survive (Sec story 
bdowj. Meanwhile, Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat has sent an 
urgent message to Soviet leader Mikhail S. Gorbachev asking 
him to intervene to save the lives of the Palestinians under siege 
by militiamen in Lebanon. 
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Jordan gets $15m 
IDB loan 

JEDDAH (OPECNA) — The 
Islamic Development Bank 
(IDB) is to extend a $15 million 
loan to Jordan to help finance 
imports of crude oil from an IDB 
member country. The loan agree- 
ment was signed Monday by IDB 
President Ahmad Mohammad 
AH and Jordanian Ambassador to 
Saudi Arabia Mohammad Rasool 
A1 Kilani. This brings total IDB 
assistance to Jordan over the last 
five months to $53 million. 

Princess Anne begins 
Mideast tour 

ABU DHABI (AP) — Britain’s 
Princess Anne, a keen promoter 
of child welfare, began a tour of 
the Gulf region Tuesday with a 
meeting with United Arab Emi- 
rates President Sheikh Zayed Ibn 
Sultan A1 Nahayan. She also met 
his son. Crown Prince Sheikh 
Khalifa Ibn Zayed. Princess 
Anne's Gulf tour is to take her to 
Qatar and Kuwait before visiting 
Jordan. The princess will focus 
mainly on meetings .with child 
welfare officials. Gulf-based Brit- 
ish diplomats said. 

Israel TV blacks out 

TEL AVIV (AP) — Technicians 
shut down Israel's state-run tele- 
vision channel for an indefinite 
period on Tuesday, after the head 
of their union was suspended for 
halting the live transmission of 
the all stars basketball game from 
Seattle. Union head Zion Swery 
was suspended after blacking out 
the screen seven minutes before 
the end of the national basketball 
association’s East-West all-star 
game on Sunday. Israel Televi- 
sion, the country’s only TV sta- 
tion, has been subject to repeated 
walk-outs and labour disputes In 
recent years. 

GCC to set up 
anti-narcotics fund 

KUWAIT (R) — Gulf Arab 
states are to set up a fund to 
combat the threat of narcotics 
and promote public awareness of 
drug hazards, Kuwaiti Social 
Affairs and Labour Minister 
Sheikh Jaber Mubarak A1 Hamad 
A1 Sabah said Tuesday. The 
Kuwait News Agency (KUNA) 
quoted him as saying a proposal 
to protea the youth of the Gulf 
Cooperation Council (GCC) 
against the dangers of narcotics 
topped the agenda of talks start- 
ing Tuesday in the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE). 

Cordovez begins 
Moscow talks 

MOSCOW (R) — Diego Cor- 
dovez. United Nations negotiator 
on Afghanistan, began talks with 
Soviet officials on Tuesday prior 
to discussions later this month on 
the withdrawal of Soviet troops 
from Afghanistan, a Foreign 
Ministry spokesman said. He said 
Mr. Cordovez met First Deputy 
Foreign Minister Yuli Vorontsov, 
but gave no details of their discus- 
sions. 

Gorbachev pledges 
support for S. Yemen 

MOSCOW (R) — Kremlin lead- 
er Mikhail Gorbachev pledged 
unfailing support on Tuesday for 
Marxist -ruled South Yemen, 
where a new government was 
established after bloody dashes 
between rival party factions in 
January last year. Mr. Gorbachev 
spoke al a luncheon for the new 
leader of the ruling Yemen 
Socialist Party (YSP), AD Salem 
Al Biedh, who arrived in Moscow 
on Monday on an official visit. 
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King visits Damascus, 
holds talks with Assad 


DAMASCUS (Agencies) — His Majesty 
King Hussein and Syrian President Hafez 
Al Assad held talks on Tuesday believed to 
centre on the current situation in the Middle 
East and the latest developments in the 
region as well as the situation in Lebanon. 

The Jordan News Agency, Pet- the focus of the Damascus talks 
ra, which reported the two lead- was expected to be the six-and-a- 
ers’ meeting, did not give details half-year-old Guif war and 
but other reports suggested that Lebanese-Syrian reconciliation. 



His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan is sworn in as Regent 
before His Majesty King Hussein's departure for Damascus on 
Monday (Petra photo) 


Lebanese President Amin 
Gemayel, who is at odds with Mr. 
Assad after he scuttled a Decem- 
ber 1985 Damascus-supported 
peace plan to end the Lebanese 
civil war, visited Amman last 
week and, during his talks with 
the King, was reported to have 
requested the monarch to medi- 
ate his differences with the Syrian 
leader. 

The King is also actively in- 
volved in efforts to mediate dif- 
ferences between Syria and Iraq 
as a prelude towards arriving at a 
negotiated solution to the Gulf 
confDa. 

The King last met Mr. Assad 
during the Jan. 26-29 Islamic 
summit in Kuwait. 

During the Kuwait gathering, 
the two leaders also attended a 
meeting with the heads of state of 
Saudi Arabia, Algeria and 
Kuwait to discuss the possibility 
of convening a long-delayed Arab 
summit. 

Petra said the Jordanian side to 
the Damascus meeting on Tues- 
day included Prime Minister Zaid 
Rifai, Royal Court Chief Marwan 
Al Qasem, Court Minister Adnan 
Abu Odeh, Foreign Minister 
Taher AJ Masri and Jordanian 
Ambassador to Syria AD Khreis. 
On the Syrian side the talks were 
attended by Prime Minister 
Abdul Raouf Al Kasm, Deputy 


Prime Minister SaUm Yassin. 
Foreign Minister Farouk Al Shar- 
aa. Minister of State for Presiden- 
tial Affairs Wahib Fadel and Sy- 
rian Ambassador to Jordan Majid 
Abu Saleh. 

The duration of the King's visit 
■to Damascus was not known. 

Following the first round of 
talks attended by the delegations 
from both sides, the King and 
President Assad held a closed 
meeting, Petra said. They re- 
viewed the latest developments in 
the Arab World and the current 
situation in the Middle East, the 
agency said. 

Mr. Rifai also held a separate 
round of talks with Dr. Kasm and 
reviewed bilateipJ relations and 
ways to boost cooperation be- 
tween the two countries. 

Upon bis departure from Am- 
man earlier in the day, the King 
was seen off by His Royal High- 
ness Crown Prince Hassan, His 
Royal Highness Prince Abdullah, 
Upper House of Parliament 
Speaker Ahmad Al Lawzi, Lower 
House Speaker Akef Al Fayez, 
Armed Forces Commander-in- 
Chief Genera] Sharif Zaid Ibn 
Shaker, Cabinet members and 
senior civil and military officials. 

Crown Prince Hassan was 
sworn in as Regent before the 
King’s departure. 


Beirut kidnappers prepare swap list 
after last-minute reprieve for hostag e s 


BEIRUT (Agendes) — Kldnap- 
pere have prepared a list of about 
400 prisoners held by Israel to 
exchange for four hostages who 
received a last-minute reprieve 
from “execution” Monday night, 
political sources quoted by 'Reu- 
ter said. 

Beirut radio stations said the 
kidnappers were involved in a 
“hush-hush deal with Israel” to 
release the 400 prisoners in return 
for freeing the hostages and a 
captured Israeli airman. 

Voice of Lebanon and Voice of 
the Nation quoted “reports from 
Washington and other capitals” 
after the kidnappers put of? plans 
to kill their captives at midnight 
(2200 GMT Monday). 

The radios said the hostages 
would be part of a deal to swap 
the airman, captured Oct. 16 


when his Phantom fighter-bom- 
ber was shot down by militiamen, 
for the Arab prisoners. 

The kidnappers, a group called 
Islamic Jihad for the Liberation 
of Palestine, announced at mid- 
night they had postponed their 
deadline for killing the hostages 
“until further notice” because of 
“certain positive points" in state- 
ments by IsraeU Foreign Minister 
Shimon Peres. 

In Tel Aviv, IsraeU Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Shamir, asked 
about the possibility of swapping 
Arab prisoners for hostages held 
in Lebanon, said Israel would be 
willing. to consider a direct re- 
quest for negotiations. 

Interviewed on Israel televi- 
sion, Mr. Shamir said Israel had a 
general policy against negotiating 
with “terrorists,” but said “such 


rules about negotiating must be 
examined on a case-by-case 
baas.” 

Mr. Shamir was asked about 
the reports that the kidnap group 
had given the International Red 
Cross a-list of 310 Lebanese, most 
of them Sbi’ites, and 90 Palesti- 
nians whose freedom it is deman- 
ding in exchange for three Amer- 
icans and an Indian. 

“On such serious matters', one 
does not rely on pubUcations in 
the media. One must address 
only requests made to us directly 
and until now no such request has 
reached us,”' Mr. Shamir said. 

The underground Islamic Jihad 
for the Liberation of Palestine 
said it had postponed killing the 
hostages — three Americans and 
an Indian — until further notice. 

The poDtical sources quoted by 


Reuter said the Ust prepared by 
the kidnappers included three 
Palestinians sentenced to life im- 
prisonment for a grenade attack 
in Jerusalem last October. 

A Red Cross spokesman refer- 
red inquiries’ to his headquarters 
in Geneva and refused to com- 
ment further. 

Mr. Peres said earlier on Mon- 
day he doubted whether an ex- 
change was feasible. 

The sources said the last-mi- 
nute reprieve for the four fore- 
igners threatened with death bad 
eased the latest hostage crisis. 

“There were two important 
reasons why it was decided that 
three Americans and the Indian 

(Continued on page 3) 
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Israel preparing 
testimony for U.S. 


White House defends Reagan over 
‘moderates’ and ‘radicals’ in Iran 

TEL AVIV (Agencies) — Israel’s 
cabinet secretary is collecting 
and testimony from 


McFarlane recovering 
after ‘suicide attempt 9 


documents 

Israelis involved in U.S. arms 
sales to Iran to help Washington’s 
investigations into the deal, a 
government spokesman said 
Tuesday. 

EUakim Rubinstein, a lawyer 
who will accompany Prime Minis- 
ter Yitzhak Shamir on an official 
visit to Washington next week, 
began gathering material follow- 
ing a U.S. request for informa- 
tion, a Shamir spokesman said. 

Several congressional commit- 
tees are investigating the arms 
deal alleged to have been aimed 
at freeing American hostages in 
Beirut and encouraging pro- West 
"moderates” in the Tehran gov- 
ernment. 

The spokesman said Israel 
would only answer written ques- 
tions submitted by the United 
States to the Israeli government. 

Former foreign ministry direc- 
tor David Kimche, prime ministe- 
rial adviser Amiram Nir and 
Israeli arms dealers Al Schwim- 
mer and Yaacov Nimrodi have 
been named in connection with 
the controversial arms sales. 

U.S. documents presented to a 
Senate intelligence subcommittee 
have indicated the arms sales 
were initiated by Israel, but 
Israeli leaders insist they only 
took part in the deal to help their 
closest idly. 

In Washington, the White 
House has been thrown onto the 
defensive by disclosure of a 
memorandum saying that deal- 


ings with Iran involved “the most 
radical elements” and not just 
“moderates” as President 
Reagan has stated. 

“We were trying to find ele- 
ments who were interested in 
some relationship... particularly 
in the post-Khomeini era,” pres- 
idential spokesman Marlin Fitz- 
water tola reporters at his daily 
news briefing on Monday. 

“Moderates” was the term we 
chose to use to describe any 
element that would be amenable 
or helpful to the United States,” 
he said. 

Fitzwater's comments were 
prompted by Sunday’s disclosure 
of a top secret mono giving de- 
tails of a meeting in Israel last 
summer between Vice-President 
George Bush and Mr. Nir. 

The memo, written by Bush 
aide Craig Fuller, said Mr. Nir 
told the vice president that “we 
were dealing with the most radio- 
al elements” in Iran because 
“we’ve learned they can deliver 
and the moderates can't” 

The memo, which was deleted 
from a Senate committee report 
on the Iran affair at the request of 
the State Department, quoted 
Mr. Nir as saying Iranian officials 
were dying “to squeeze as much 
as possible’* out of Israel and the 
United States “as long as they 

(Continued on page 3) 
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WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
Former National Security Advis- 
er Robert C. McFarlane, who 
figured prominently in President 
Ronald Reagan’s clandestine sale 
of weapons to Iran, has been 
hospitalised for a valium over- 
dose that police treated as an 
apparent suicide attempt. 

.Mr. McFarlane ingested be- 
tween 25 and 30 pills, said detec- 
tive Lauren Acquaviva of the 
Montgomery county sheriff’s 
office. He said he did not know 
hew many milligrammes were in 
each pill. 

Acquaviva said a police inves- 
tigation was routine procedure 
after a report of “an unattended 
death or death attempt.” 

Mr. McFarlane, 49, was admit- 
ted to Bethesda Naval Medical 
Centre about 8 a.m. (1300 GMT) 
on Monday. Hospital spokesman 
Rus Sanford said Mr. McFarlane 
was in good condition. 

He had been scheduled to tes- 
tify Monday morning before the 
Tower Commission, appointed 
by Mr. Reagan to investigate the 
Iran-contra scandal, according to 
news reports. 

CBS television network, quot- 
ing unnam ed, informed sources, 
reported that hospital officials 
beDeved the overdose resulted 
from a suicide attempt. CBS, 
citing unnamed friends of Mi. 
McFarlane, also reported that he 
had bom depressed and emotion- 
al recently. 

But Mr. McFarlane’s lawyer, 
Leonard Garment, said “neither 
I nor the sources of the report can 
know what bud McFariane’s in- 
tentions were.” 

Mr. Garment said he had not 
talked with Mr. McFarlane since 


last Friday. But, he said, experts 
on the drug believed it was vir- 
tually impossible to commit 
suicide with valium. 

An Atlanta cable television sta- 
tion, WTBS, quoted police 
sources as saying Mr. McFarlane 
attempted suicide. The sources 
said that when police reached his 
home his wife was holding what 
was believed to be a suicide note. 

CBS news also quoted what it 
called a well-informed source as 
saying hospital officials believed 
Mr. McFarlane attempted to 
commit suicide. 

Peter Morgan, one of Mr. 
McFar lane’s lawyers, said the for- 
mer White House official had 
taken an overdose of the drug, a 
tranquilliser that is frequently 
prescribed to relieve anxiety dis- 
orders and tension resulting from 
stress. 

Presidential spokesman Martin 
Fitzwater noted that Mr. McFar- 
lane was a private citizen and 
said, “We don’t have any in- 
formation on his condition.” 

PoDce said an ambulance was 
met on arrival at the McFarlane 
home by Mr. McFarlane’s wife, 
Jon da, and an unidentified neigh- 
bour. Mr. McFarlane was con- 
scious and able to talk a bit but 
did not indicate why be had taken 
the pills. 

“He made no statement as to 
the reason why, although there's 
every indication it was an over- 
dose,” Acquaviva said. “He did 
not talk — outside of indicating 
he had taken the valiom. ... Mrs. 
McFarlane appeared to be upset 
but also apparently perplexed ab- 
out the situation." 

(Continued on page 3) 


Finance Ministry official blames past 
mismanagement of funds for present ills 


By Salameh B. Ne’matt 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Finance Ministry 
Under- Secretary Abdul Majid 
Qasem has attributed the bulk of 
Jordan's present economic ills to 
"mismanagement” of funds 
obtained in the boom years and 
excessive borrowing and spend- 
ing despite shrinking revenues. 

“Mistaken fiscal policies were 
undertaken because of the lack of 
experience (on the part of econo- 
mic policy makers) and the unex- 
pected economic conditions,” 
Dr. Qasem told an audience of 
economists and businessmen in a 
lecture he delivered at the World 
Affairs Council (WAC). 

He said that despite receiving 


nearly JD 360 million in Arab aid 
between 1979 and 1981, the gov- 
ernment’s foreign borrowing in 
the same period reached JD 353 
mUDon, bringing the accumulated 
deficit to JD 85 million. “This 
was a result of mismanagement,” 
be said. 

He said the government used 
the funds and loans to establish 
the Kingdom's infrastructure and 
public services, but “substantive 
funds were lost in failed projects 
that have become a burden on the 
treasury.” 

The Kingdom's foreign debt 
today stands ar over JD 1 billion. 

According to Dr. Qasem, the 
economic poticy pursued in the 
last few years “changed consumer 
patterns and made us import two- 


thirds of what we consume and 
import four times the amount of 
our exports.” 

He described the current five- 
year development plan as opti- 
mistic but warned that “facts 
should be put in their proper 
perspective, taking into account 
unusual conditions and future ex- 
pectations.” 

“We have to stop taking the 
question of borrowing so lightly,” 
Dr. Qasem said. “It has led to 
disturbing economic situation.” 

Dr. Qasem insisted, in re- 
sponse to a question, that foreign 
loans obtained by the govern- 
ment should be treated as re- 
venues as long as the government 
is capable of servicing these loans 
from internally-generated funds. 


Palestinians stage W.Bank strike 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agendes) — Palestinian stu- 
dents boycotted classes on Tues- 
day at a university in the occupied 
West Bank to protest against the 
wounding of 10 Arabs by IsraeD 
troops in anti-Israeli unrest on 
Monday. 

The IsraeD army said its troops 
had surrounded the Islamic Col- 
lege campus in Hebron amid 
fears that the student strike 
would erupt in fresh violence. 

Several students set up a 
roadblock of stones outside the 
school and hoisted the banned 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) flag before dispers- 
ing, the army said. 

On Monday, the IsraeD 


occupation authorities shut down 
another Palestinian university for 
a month after seven students 
were wounded in clashes with 
IsraeU troops. A soldier was also 
hurt. 

Monday's clashes at Al Najah 
University near Nablus followed 
the shooting and wounding of 
three Palestinian boys at the 
nearby Batata refugee camp. 

The 3,000-student Al Najah 
University had reopened only on 
Jan. 21 after a 17-day closure 
ordered by the Israelis on the 
grounds the students were plan- 
ning protests. 

On Monday students burned 
tires, stoned IsraeD vehicles and 
demonstrated in the main streets 


of Nablus, the West Bank's 
largest city with a population' 
100,000, said the Palestine Press 
Service, which monitors news in 
the Israeti-occupied territories. ■ 

It said students also held de- 
monstrations in the town of Khan 
Yunis and at the Breij refugee 
camp in the occupied Gaza. Strip. 

Two of the Palestinian boys 
shot by IsraeD soldiers at Balata 
remained in critical condition 
Tuesday at a hospital in Nablus, 
the press service said. 

It identified them as Raed 
Mohammad Hussein Rawash, 
who suffered bullet wounds to the 
head and back, and Yehiya Hus- 
sein Abu Sair, who was hit in the 
bead and abdomen. 


Hunger grips Beirut camps 
with no end in sight to siege 


BEIRUT (Agendes) — Palesti- 
nian fighters and Shi'ite Amal 
militiamen battled around 
Beirut's besieged refugee camps 
on Tuesday and Palestinian- 
sources said their fighters might 
punch out of the hunger-ridden 
shantytowns to seize food sup- 
plies. 

PoDce reported three people 
were killed and 13 wounded in 
the dashes with mortars and 
rocket-propelled grenades be- 
tween tiie Palestinian defenders 
of the camps and Amal militia- 
men ringing Shatilla and Bourj Al 
Barajneh. 

The casualties raised the 
known toll in the lastest spasm of 
fighting between the Palestinians 
and Amal to 552 killed and 1,455 
wounded since Nov. 24. 

Amal miUtiamen pounded the 
two camps with mortals during 
the night. 

Fighters of the Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) hit 
back with salvoes of rocket-prop- 
elled grenades into the densely 
populated Shi'ite sl ums around 
the camps. 

"he fighting flared after a car 
1 nb exploded in the Shi'ite dis- 
trict of Roweiss on Monday. 


PoDce said 15 people were killed 
and 80 wounded. 

Amal, led by Justice Minister 
Nabih Bern , blamed the PLO for 
the bombing. 

PLO communiques said “a real 
hunger crisis" was gripping the 
■35,000 Palestinians trapped inside 
Bourj Al Barajneh because of the 
three-month-old Amal siege. 

“Our people in Bourj Al Bara- 
jneh. have already eaten all the 
cats and dogs they bad. Nothing 
is left to eat and Amal is still 
refusing to allow suppUes into the 
camp,” said a PLO spokesman 
who declined to be identified. 

PLO sources, speaking on con- 
dition of anonymity, told AP the 
Palestinians might punch out 
from Bouij Al Barajneh to cap- 
ture food supplies. 

Shatilla and Bourj A 1 Barajneh 
. have been blockaded by the Sy- 
rian-backed Amal since Nov. 24. 

A senior Sunni clergyman in 
Bouij Al Barajneh, Sheikh Khalil 
Sharkiyeh, has appealed to “all 
Muslim scholars” for a Fatwa. or 
religious ruling, allowing the be- 
sieged Palestinians to eat human 
flesh to survive Amal's blockade. 

'Sh eikh Mohammad Hussein 
FadlaUah, Lebanon's most in- 


fluential Shi'ite cleric, said in 
response to the appeal that claims 
of famine in the camp were ex- 
aggerated. 

“The situation in the camp has 
not reached that dimension,” he 
told AP in a telephone interview. 

“But legally a fatwa to allow 
people to at human flesh is only 
tolerated when all kinds of other 
food cease to exist. It is in this 
case only that eating the flesh of 
the dead people becomes per- 
missible," Sheikb Fadlallah 
added. 

The United Nations Retief and 
Works Agency (UNRWA) 
appealed to Amal on Tuesday to 
lift the blockade of the camps. In 
a press release received in Am- 
man, the agency said it had food 
and medical supplies ready for 
delivery to the besieged camps. 

UNRWA Commissioner- 
General Giorgio GiacomeUi ex- 
pressed concern for the health 
and safety of thouands of women, 
children and other non-com- 
batants suffering acute hardship 
in the camps. While asking for 
restraint by all parties to avoid 
suffering among all civiDans,* he 

(Continued on page 3) 


18 killed in 

Philippines 

clashes 

MANILA (AP) — Troops clashed 
with some 40 communist rebels 
Tuesday in the first reported fight- 
ing since the end of the ceasefire. 
A military report said 18 people 
were killed, 12 of them drviUans 
caught in the crossfire. 

The report said another three 
civilians were wounded in the two- 
bour gun battle, which erupted on 
the outskirts of Ltrpao, 145 
kilometres north of Manila in 
Nueva Ecija province. 

The fighting broke out as Presi- 
dent Corazon Aquino met dis- 
gruntled military officers in a 
clear-th e-air session marked by 
her giving the officers a telephone 
□umber on which to call her if they 
were dissatisfied. 

Mrs. Aquino moved to gain full 
military support for her year-old 
government by meeting disgrun- 
tled officers who ‘’unburdened” 
themselves to her complaining 
that civilian leaders were alienat- 
ing the military from the govern- 
ment. 

A presidential spokesman said 
the group of 20 colonels and ma- 
jors, representing all three ser- 
vices, pledged their loyalty to Mrs. 
Aquino and vowed to help her 
stop a communist takeover of the 
country. 


Jassem: Iran failed 
in its ‘final offensive 


BAGHDAD (AP) — Informa- 
tion Minister Latif Jassem said 
Tuesday that Iran had failed in its 
Jong-promised “final offensive” 
despite capturing unimportant 
areas east of Basra in a month- 
long push. 

In an interview with AP Mr. 
Jassem said the Jan. 9 assault 
towards the southern Iraqi port of 
Basra “Is the same offensive the 
I ranians have been promising for 
more than a year.” 

U.S. officials have said that as 
many as 200,000 Iranians took 
part in the offensive. The Ira- 
nians, mainly Revolutionary 
Guards, captured a small chunk 
of Iraqi territory before the push 
was halted. 

Mr. Jassem said Iranian troops 
“are now in areas and places 
which are not important in 
strategic or military terms and 
there is no danger to Basra from 
the positions where the Iranians 
are now.” 

Foreign military analysts in 
Baghdad and Washington have 
said the Iranian offensive appears 
to have been stopped about 10 to 
12 kilometres before a natural 
defence line formed by the canal- 
like Fish Lake and the Jassim 
River. 

They said the Iraqis have mas- 


sed troops and artillery between 
the line and Basra. 

Iranian leaders have denied 
that the battles near Basra were 
the "fateful” final offensive they 
promised would take place by 
March 21, the start of the Persian 
new year. 

Mr. Jassem, a member of the 
21-man command of the ruling 
Arab Socialist Baath Party, re- 
jected Iranian claims that the 
offensive, codenamed Karbala-5, 
was not aimed at capturing Basra. 

"They sent waves which have 
been crushed, one after 
another,” he said of the Iranian 
attacks. 

Mr. Jassem said the volunteer 
“Mohammad Corps” had been 
wiped out in the attacks. 

He noted that Iranians have 
recently called for 100,000 more 
volunteers for a “Mahdi force,” 
named for a saviour awaited by 
Shi’ite Muslims. 

He said Iranian officials Mon- 
day again appealed for volunteers 
and offered students who joined 
the force deferment from regular 
military service, an offer he said 
showed the Iranians' lack of 
motivation. 

“That means also the Iranian 
corps is not capable of any large 
action,” he said. 
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Sudan steps up mediation 
efforts to end Chad conflict 


KHARTOUM (R) — A senior Sudanese official left 
for Chad Tuesday to resume efforts to mediate an 
end to fighting in the former French colony. 


All Hassan Tajeddin, a mem- 
ber of Sudan’s five-member 
Sovereignty Council, . made no 
statement before departure. 

He told Reuters Monday he 
was optimistic after recent talks 
with Libyan leader Muammar 
Qadhafi, but declined to give 
details of his mediation effort. 


Libyan troops stationed in 
northern Chad are fighting forces 
of President Hissene Habre's 
government, backed by 2,400 
French troops. Moves by both 
France and Libya to boost their 
forces have resulted in increased 


tension. 

Mr. Tajeddin, a French-edu- 
cated former banker, is in charge 
of African affairs in the five-man 
Sudanese council, which collec- 
tively serves as head of state. He 
plans to visit Algeria and Nigeria 
as part of his reconciliation effort. 

He has said Algeria and Niger- 
ia are keen to join Sudan's efforts 
to end the Chad fighting, and on 


Monday briefed envoys of the 
- two countries and Chad separate- 
ly on his talks in Libya. 

Mr. Tajeddin says Sudan main- 
tains that withdrawal of aQ foreign 
troops in Chad is essential to a 
settlement 

A similar proposal made in 
Paris Monday by the Chairman of 
the Organisation of African Uni- 
ty, Congolese President Denis 
Sassou-Nguesso, was rejected by 
French President Francois Mit- 
terrand. 

Mr. Mitterrand said Libyan 
forces, estimated by the West at 
some 15,000 men, would have to 
leave first. 

Diplomats say Sudan's interest 
in ending turmoil in Chad stems 
mainly from concern that fighting 
might spill over into its own 
territoiy. 

Earlier fighting in Chad, 
Sudan's Western neighbour, saw 
Libyan aircraft bombing 
Sudanese border villages and a 


huge influx of Chadian refugees. 

Libyan planes bombed the 
Chadian desert towns of Zouar 
and Worn on Monday after 
ground forces clashed over the 
weekend, Chad Radio reported 
Tuesday. 

The broadcast, monitored In' 
Abidjan, said the air attacks be- 
gan Sunday evening following 
ground fighting between Chadian 
government troops and Libyan 
forces earlier in the day at 
Oueita, north of Fada in the 
Ennedi region. 

Chadian forces killed 12 Li- 
byans, captured seven others and 
seized five Libyan vehicles, the 
government radio said. 

Sunday's ground combat was 
followed by a Libyan air raid on 
Fada that continued throughout 
the night, the broadcast said. The 
report said additional air raids 
were carried out Monday on the 
towns of Wour and Zouar in the 
north western Tibesti region. 

The official communique said 
23 additional Libyan bodies were 
found near Zouar, the result, of 
fighting there on Feb. 6. 

There has been no independent 
confirmation of the Chadian 


claim. 

Speaking at a state banquet for 
the OAU head, who is also the 
president of Congo, Mr. Mitter- 
rand said there was no comp 
son between France's defence 
force in Chad and what be called 
Libya’s “occupying army” in the 
central African nation. 

“Once the occupiers leave, 
French troops will return to their 
own country in no time at all, Mr. 
Mitterrand said. 

In Washington, State Depart- 
ment spokesman Charles Red- 
man said the U.S. government is 
consulting closely with French 
and Chadian officials about Li- 
byan military activities in Chad. 

Redman said he had no- 
thing new to announce about any 
U.S. response to a Libyan buil- 
dup in northern Chad. 

“We remain in dose consulta- 
tions with the Chadians, with the 
French and with others who are 
involved there," Redman told 
reporters, 

He said the United States was 
nearing completion of providing 
$15 million in emergency arms 
aid begun last year to counter 
Libyan forces. 


Spain reportedly authorised 
arms shipments to Iran 


MADRID (Ft) — Spain’s leading 
daily El Pais reported Tuesday 
that the Socialist government au- 
thorised state and private arras 
manufacturers to sell $280 million 
worth of bombs and ammunition 
to Iran through Libya and Syria 
in spite of an official arms embar- 
go against countries at war. 

The newspaper said Spanish 
manufacturers had won major 
^ales contracts in Tehran and 
obtained false final destination 
certificates from Libyan and Sy- 
rian authorities, who forwarded 
the arms shipments in exchange 
for a large share of the profit. 

Government officials in Mad- 
rid strongly denied they had au- 
. thorised arms exports to Iran and 
said they had no knowledge of 
fake export certificates. 

“Spain forbids arms sales to 
' countries at war. Ail arms exports 
to non-embargoed states in the 
Middle East have been autho- 
rised with final destination 
guarantees from importing coun- 

• tries," government spokesman 

• Julian Castedo told Reuters. 

El Pais said Spain’s leading 
private-sector arms exporter, 

• Grupo Auxiliar Metalurgico Sa 


(Gamesa), sent its commercial 
director regularly to Tehran to 
negotiate ammunition supplies. 

Gamesa’s financial director, 
Mike Lecue, would neither con- 
firm nor deny the report “We are 
keeping silent on this matter until 
we decide how to reply to these 
allegations," he told Reuters. 

• El Pais said state arms manu- 
facturers Empnesa National San- 
ta Barbara de Industrias Mill tares 
Sa were also involved in arms 
sales to Iran. Nobody was avail- 
able for comment at the firm. 

The newspaper said the lucra- 
tive contracts with Tehran ended 
when Spain decided to impose 
arms embargoes on Libya last 
May and Syria in November in 
line with the European Com- 
munity. 

El Pais said there were still $18 
million worth of outstanding ship- 
ments to Iran, now stalled be- 
cause the Libya and Syrian inter- 
mediaries were no longer avail- 
able. 

“The Iranians are poised to 
reveal the whole deal because 
Spanish suppliers have not deli- 
vered the goods," an arms manu- 
facturer was quoted as saying. 


Amal leader resigns 


TYRE (J.T.) — A leading official 
i from the Lebanese Shi'ite Amal 
Movement in Lebanon has res- 
. igned from his post as the move- 
. menu's leader in South Lebanon. 

Daoud Daoud announced his 
■resignation due lo ill health and 
’.asked his assistants not to refer 
any issues to him from now on. 

Mr. Daoud said in a statement 
distributed in this South 
Lebanese port city that he was 


willing to appear before an Amal 
military court to justify his deci- 
sion. 

Daoud Daoud has been in 
charge of Amal Movement’s poli- 
tical affairs in Tyre since 1985. He 
was considered one of Amal’s 
most enthusiastic leaders in sup- 
port of the idea of disarming 
Palestinian refugee camps espe- 
cially Rashidiyeh camp in South 
Lebanon. 


Southern party pulls out 
from Sudanese coalition 


KHARTOUM (AP) — A politic- 
al party from southern Sudan said 
Tuesday it is withdrawing its own 
minis ter from the coalition 
cabinet and sue the government 
over its creation of a new body to 
administer war-torn south. 

The Southern Sudan Political 
Association, a grouping of south- 
ern intellectuals that also won 
eight seats in last year’s par- 
liamentary elections, denounced 
the formation last Thursday of a 
nine-man interim council to. 
adminis ter the three southern re- 
gions. 

In a statement, the party said it 
will lodge a constitutional case 
against Prime Minister Sadek A1 
Mahdi’s government for “direct 
violation" of the transitional con- 
stitution and the southern pro- 
vinces self-government act of 
1972. 


For decades, there has been a 
power struggle between the 
majority Arab, Muslim northern 
Sudanese and the minority 
Christian and animis t African 
Sudanese in the south. In 1972, ' 
former President Jaafar Numeiri 
temporarily brought peace to 
Sudan by dividing the south into 
three administrative regions. 

The division of the south since 
has been controversial among 
southerners. The civil war res- 
tarted in 1983, with rebels de- 
manding more autonomy and 
administrative and economic re- 
forms from the government. 

Creation of the southern coun- 
cil sparked a rift within the south- 
ern parties, which have 27 seats in 
parliament and four cabinet posts 
including that of Irrigation Minis- 
ter Aldo Ajo, who announced his 
resignation on Tuesday. 


Canadian freed by Iran 
returns home via Germany 


FRANKFURT, West Germany 
(AP) — Canadian Engineer Phi- 
lip Engs said Tuesday he felt fine 
after arriving in Frankfort from 
Tehran, where be tad been held 
by Iranian authorities since De- 
cember. 

Engs, wearing a blue blazer 
and gray flannel slacks, spoke 
briefly to reporters after be was 
driven to a departure gate in a 
small golf cart for a 1240 p.m. 
(1140 GMT) Air Canada flight to 
Toronto. 

Asked about bow his time in 
detention in Iran was, the Cana- 
dian responded “not too bad, not 
to bad.” 

“I feel fine," he added, but 


declined to stop for more ques- 
tions. 


Getting out of the cart, one of 
many used to ferry people around 
die huge airport, Engs then 
strode to the gate for the flight. 
He tad been waiting in a VIP 
lounge since his arrival from 
Tehran and did not hold a news 
conference. 

Engs then boarded an Air 
Canada flight that departed 
Frankfort at 12.40 p.m. (1140 
GMT). 

Earlier, Jim Hentschel, ■ a 
Canadian embassy counsellor, 
told the Associated Press: “He has 
arrived and is still at the airport." 


Pentagon 
checking 
effects of 
Iran sales 


on war 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Amer- 
ican military leaders are trying to 
determine whether U.S. anus 
shipped to Iran are playing any 
significant role in the Iran-Iraq 
war, the Chairman of the U.S. 
joint Chiefs of Staff said 
Monday. 

Adm. William J. Crowe also 
said the controversy over the 
Iranian arms sales has resulted in 
increased consultation between 
the White House and the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff. 

There was no such consultation 
before President Ronald 
Reagan’s decision to sell arms to 
Iran last year, Adm. Crowe said, 
and the Joint Chiefs knew no- 
thing of money being diverted 
from the arms profits to the con- 
tra rebels in Nicaragua before the 
White House disclosed it 

Adm. Crowe, in a rare meeting 1 
with reporters in his Pentagon 
office, also said U.S. naval move- 
ments in the Mediterranean sea 
and the Gulf amounted to no- 
thing more than prudent precau- 
tions. 

He also said foe recent taking 
of hostages in Lebanon produced 
a frustrating situation for the 
American military, and said it 
was premature to discuss foe idea 
of early deployment for a “Star 
Wars” system. 

The chiefs support loosely in- 
terpreting foe anti- ballistic mis- 
sile treaty to allow more 
meaningful testing of Star Wars 
technologies, Adm. Crowe 
added, bat recognise that issue. 
must be decided through con- 
sultations with Congress and 
American allies. 

Adm. Crowe said foe Joint 
Chiefs tad yet to see any indica- 
tion that U.S. -made Tow anti- 
tank missiles and spare parts for 
Hawk anti-aircraft missiles were 
playing a significant role in fight- 
ing between Iran and Iraq. 

Adm. Crowe said he would 
characterise foe fi ghting as having 
settled into an impasse after Ira- 
nian attacks last month near Bas- 
ra, Iraq's second-largest city. 

The admiral, as he has told 
Congress, repeated that neither 
he nor any other members of foe 
Joint Chiefs vyere consulted by, 
foe White House in advance of 
the arms sales. Had such con- 
sultation occurred, the admir al 
said, foe sale of arms would have 
been evaluated “from a military- 
requirements standpoint.” 

Adm. Crowe said foe chiefs 
consider it necessary 'to deter- 
mine what effect the U.S.-made 
weapons have tad on foe 
fighting. 

“We don’t have any indications 
that U.S. arms transfers have 
been decisive anywhere. My in- 
stincts tell me that in an indi- 
vidual engagement, foe fact that 
you have Tows or don’t have 
might be important. But at least 
at this juncture, I don’t have any 
reason to say that any of those 
transfers have had a decisive im- 
pact.” 


Ozal: Significant losses would lead 

overthrow Khomeini 


royalists to 

By Joanne Omang 


WASHINGTON — If Iran loses 
si gnifican t ground in its war with 
Iraq, supporters of the late Shah 
will move quickly to overthrow 
Ayatollah Rnhollah Khomeini, 
Turkish Prime Minister Turgut 
Oral has said. 

Mr. Ozal, in town for a private 
visit and a meeting with President 
Reagan, is considered well-in- 
formed on Middle East events 
and is in frequent contact with 
most of foe main players in the 
region. He said at a breakfast 
with Washington Post editors and 
reporters that neither Iran nor 
Iraq has the upper hand in their 
6-year-old war. 

“Iraq still has more firepower. 


more regular army (troops), bat 
foe morale of the Iranians is 
higher,” he said. If Iraq takes 
some major Iranian dries, “that 
could be foe end of foe (Ayatol- 
lah’s) regime,” he said. 


Mr. Ozal said he told Mr. 
Reagan during their 25-minnte 
meeting Thursday that foe Un- 
ited States “has to have some 
Hnd of relation with Iran because 
in order to read) 'some kind of 
results, you have to have some 
kind of relation. Turkey in this 
respect may help.” 


very difficult” to achieve much. 
Mr. Ozal said he had moved to 

improve relations with neigh- 
bouring Syria and had met with 
Syrian President Hafez Assad. “I 
was **n*7Mi and he was amazed; 
we didn’t know each other,” he 
said. 


He suggested at foe Post break- 
fast that the United States “could 
make similar proposals to both* 
“Iran and Iraq through Turkey, 
although be conceded “it is very. 


U.S. warns 
of moves 
against 
Israelis in 
spy case 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Four 
Israelis nammi as unindicted co- 
conspirators in the Jonathan Jay 
Pollard spy case have been 
warned that they are still subject 
to possible judicial action, 
according to sources familiar with 
foe case. 

The Justice Department sent a 
letter recently to Israeli Air Force 
Col. Aviem Sella, saying it was 
continuing to investigate him’ 
and that he still conld be indicted, 
a source said Monday. 

Rafael Eitan, Joseph Yagur 
and Irit Erb also were notified 
that foe department would seek 
to revoke their immunity from 
prosecution because they have 
failed to meet the terms of foe 
agreement under which it was 
granted, another source said. The 
agreement required the three to 
tell foe truth and to cooperate 
with federal investigators m ex- 
change for immunity. 

Revocation of immunity would 
need a judge’s approvaL 

The sources spoke to the 
Associated Press on condition of 
anonymity. 

Patrick Korten, Justice Depart- 
ment spokesman, declined com- 
ment on any notification to Sella 
or to the three others who were 
granted Immunity in the case. 1 

Pollard, a former navy counter- 
intelligence analyst, pleaded guil- 
ty last June 5 to conspiring to give 
U.S. militaiy secrets to IsraeL 

Yagur, Ezb and Sella allegedly 
were Pollard’s contacts in the 
United States, while Eitan, a 
former adviser to two Israeli 
prime ministers, directed the op- 
eration from Israel, the indict- 
ment said. 

The Israelis failed to tell inves- 
tigators about Sella’s role in the 
espionage operation or about 
plans to pay Pollard $300,000 
through a Swiss bank account, 
according to sources died by foe 
Washington Post on Tuesday. 
That information became known 
after Pollard began cooperating, 
foe newspaper said. 


SLA holds prisoners 
sought by kidnappers 


By Jonathan C. Randal 


TEL AVIV — Most of foe 400 
Arab prisoners that foe Beirut 
kidnappers want exchanged for 
foe four professors are thought to 
be held by foe South Lebanon 
Army (SLA) ipilitia in Israel’s 
buffer zone just north of the 
Israeli-Lebanese border. 

Informed sources said that 
more than 200 — and perhaps as 
many as 400 — prisoners are held 
in the ruined town of Khiam by 
the SLA militia, a largely Falan- 
gist Lebanese militia armed, sup- 
plied and paid by Israel. 

Almost all those prisoners are 
believed to be Lebanese Shi’ites 


who have been detained by the 
militia and Israeli troops (raxing 
periodic sweeps through nearby 
villages since mid-1985, when the 
bulk of foe Israeli army withdrew 
from Lebanon. 


; across 

foe border, Israel can disclaim 
any direct responsibility for them, 
according to diplomats - and 
analysts — The Washington Post. 


London, Riyadh sign 
air force training deal 


RIYADH (R) — British Defence 
Secretary George Younger said 
Tuesday he had signed an air 
force training agreement during 
talks here with top Saudi Arabian 
officials. 


He ended a three-day visit with 
a meeting with Grown Prince 
Abdullah Ibn Abdul Aziz during 
which they discussed military 
cooperation. 

• Britain is selling Sandr Arabia 
132 mflitaiyaircraft, inducting 72 
Tornado combat planes, in a deal 
worfo $7 billion signed in 1985. 

Mr. Younger told reporters af- 
ter his session with Prince Abdul- 
lah: “The meeting was very cor- 
dial and we discussed a wide 
range of issues.” 


He also had two rounds of talks 
with Defence and Aviation 
Minister Prince Sultan Ibn Abdnl 
Aziz which focussed on a Torna- 
do training programme and. a 
Saudi requirement that British 
firms should invest in the king- 
dom as part of the deaL 

“I am delighted to announce 
that during my meeting with 
Prince Sultan, we concluded a 
further element in foe project of 
training,” Mr. Younger said, 
adding that both rides had work- 
ed out foe first phase of the 
three-year project. 

Asked whether Saudi Arabia 
would buy British submarines, 
Mir. Younger said all bids were 
being fully evaluated. 


Klibi, -Saudi officials 
to discuss Arab summit 


RIYADH (J.T.) — Arab League 
Secretary General Cbadli Klibi 
wifi hold talks with Saudi officials 
on the possibility of holding an 
Arab summit conference, in- 
formed sources here have said. 

Mr. Klibi arrived in Riyadh 
Monday to take part in a general 


meeting of the Arab Economic 
and Social Council due to open 
Wednesday. 

According to the sources Mr. 
Klibi will discuss developments 
on the Arab scene, foe Gulf war 
and the ongoing “camps war” in 
Lebanon. 


M 
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Turkey is bufldinga huge dam 
on foe Euphrates River, which 
flows into Syria. The project has 
caused concern in Syna that Tur- 
key might use foe water as a 
political weapon,. Mr. Ozal indi- 
cated He said he would like to 
build a pipeline to bring water 
from Turkey to parched Middle 
East nations as far south as the 
Jordan River — The Washington 
Post. : 
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But foe exact number of 
oners and their identities have 
never been made public because 
foe SLA refuses to allow foe 
International Committee of the 
Red Cross to visit foe Khiam' 
prison. 
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cord Review 10JS Quote Unquote 
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Financial News: Look Ahead 11:45 
Patrick Martyn’s Music Box 12:00 
News Summary; Omnibus 12:30 My 
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TODAY’S EVENTS 


EXHIBITIONS 


* An exhibition of photos from Pompi- 
duo Centre in Paris at the French 
Cultural Centre (anti] Feb. 11) 


■ An art exhibition by Spanish artist 
Patricia Vino at the Spanish Cultural 
Centre (until Feb. 12). 


Jordan National Gallery: Contains a 
collection of painting s, ceramics, and 
sculptures by contemporary Islamic, 
artists from mast of the Muslim coun- 
tries and a collection of paintings by 
19th Century orientalist artists. MunU- 
zah. Jabal Lnwcibdeh. Opening boms: 

10.00 a.m. - 1.30 p.m. and 3.00 p.m.- 

6.00 p.m. Closed Tuesdays. TeL 
630128. 

Martyrs' Memorial (Military 
Museum): Collection of military 
memorabilia dating from the Arab 
Revolt of 1916. Sports City, Amman. 


QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


This information is supplied by Alia 
information department at the Queen 
Aha International Airport Tel. (08) 
5320OJ, where it should always be 
verified. 


* An exhibition or photographs depict- 
ing sports activities in the Soviet Union 
at the Soviet Cultural Centre. 


Ogenm^ hours 9.00 a.m~-4.00 p.m. 


Saturdays. Tei. 664240. 


FEATURE FILM 


CHURCHES 


* “Schlacfat Um Berlin" at Goethe 
Institute at 8:00 p.m. 


MEETING 


* English I cachets' evening at Lbe 
British Council at 5:30 p.m. 


CULTURAL CENTRES 


Royal Cultural Centre .. Tel. 661026/7 

American Centre 64437 1 

American Centre Library 641520 

British Council 63 6147/8 

French Cultural Centre 637009 

Goethe Institute 641993 

Soviet Cultural Centre 644203 

Spanish Cultural Centre 624049 

Turkish Cultural Centre 639777 

Haya Arts Centre 665195 

Hussein Youth Gty 667181/6 

Y.W.CA Ml 793 

Y.W.M.A 664251 

Amman Municipal library 637111 

llniv. of Jordan Library 843555 

MUSEUMS 


Sl Joseph Church (Roman Catholic) 
Jabal Amman. Tel. 624590. 

Church or lbe Annandathw (Roman 
Catholic) Jabal Luweibdch, Tel. 
637440. 

De la Salle Church (Roman Catholic) 
Jabal Hussein. Tel. 661757. 
Terrasantt Chorda { Roman Catholic), 
Jabal Luweibdeb. mass in Italian lan- 
guage. meet every Saturday at 530 
p.m. Tel: 622366 

Church of (he AantmcmtHn (Greek 
Orthodox) AbdaTi. Tel. 623541. 
AagBcaa Church (Church of the Re- 
deemer) Jabal Amman. Tel. 678906. 
Armenian CathoBc Church Ashrafich 
Tel. 771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church Ashra- 
fieb. Tel. 775261. 

SL Ephraim Church (Sviian Ortho- 
dox) Ashrafich, Tel. 771751. 

Amman Intenuttoud Church (Inter- 
denominational); meets at Southern 


ARRIVALS 

ROYAL JORDANIAN FLIGHTS 
(Terminal 1) 

09d» Aqaba (RJ) 

09-JO Cairol 

0930 Damascus! 

Kuwait( 

1040 Dubai, Aba Dhabi (I 

17:26 Cairo (f . 

17:45 .... New York, Amsterdam (RJ) 
IMS .... Los Angeles, Chicago, Vienna (RJ) 

18:35 London. Geneva (RJ) 

10:45 Bangkok (RJ) 

19:15 Madrid, Belgrade (RJ) 

01:00 Baghdad (RJ) 


OTHER FLIGHTS (Terminal 2) 

OfcM Frankfurt (LH) 

•WN Cairo, London (BA) 

•fcAS Damascus, Tripoli (PK) 

IfclS Damascus. Rome (AZ) 

IW0 Damascus (IY) 

Cairo! t 

1^® L a m aca. Zurich (SR) 

14*®0 Doha. Muscat (C 

***• Kuwaiti 

1 5*5 Kuwah| 

15*90 Medina, Jeddah | 

19-JO Bagfa. 

awe .TSana'ai 

®MS Karachi I 


EMERGENCIES 


GENERAL 


Amman govemorate 891228 

Amman Civil Defence 198, 199 

Ovfl Defence Irtrid .... 271293,273131 

Civil Defence Ouweismeh 770733 

CSvfl Defence DeirAHa 57306 

Ambulance 193.775111 

Amman downtown fire brigade.... 198 

Rrctaid 630341 

Blood Bank 778303 

Gvil Defence rescue 661111 

Fire headquarters 622090-3 

"sate 192,621111,637777 

Police headquarters 639141 

Traffic police 896390/1 

Electric Power Co. 636381/4,624881 
Municipal water complaints 771125/8 
Queen AJin Inti. Airport (08)53330/60 


Jordan Television 

774111/19 

Ministry of Tourism .... 
Hotel complaints 

666412 

661176 

Telephone Information 12 

Jordan and Middle East alk 10 

Repair service 

11 


NIGHT DUTY 


AMMAN: 

Dr. bum Abu Rizk 611785 

Dr. Amin Abnl Aljaber 774155 

Dentist Usama Maraqa ... 774155 

Sdam pharmacy 636730 

Ncfroukh pharmacy 723672 

Saheb pha rmacy 668056 


MONEY EXCHANGE 


HOSPITALS 


Baptist School in Shmeisani, Tel. 
677534. 


Evangelical Lutheran Cbardi Jabal 
Amman. 6th Cirdp. (Rev. N. Smir) 
Tel. 81 1295. 


OTHER FLIGHTS (Terminal 2) 

«*45 Karachi (PK) 

Wt30 Sana'a (IY) 

11*5 Cairo (MS) 

USB Abu Dhabi. Bahrain (GR 

13 s45 Kuwait (KUj 

14MS Tripoli (LN) 

15:10 Jeddah, ~ 

17:45 Athens, 

18:15 

18 JO Paris, Damascus (AF) 

** s3 0 Damascus (IY) 

23tOS Tripod, Damascus (PK) 


Tuesday rates 

Local scR/buy rates in 6k 

Belgian franc. 89 J/ 91 

Dutch guilder 163.9/ 167.1 

french.franc 55S* 56.6 

Italian lira 26.5 

Japanese yen (for 100) 220 Ol 223.4 

Swedish crown 51 jy 52 6 

Swiss franc 219 21 223 J! 

U.K. stohng pound 512 3/ 520.6 

U.S. dollar 337_3/ 340.8 

w. German mark 184.8/ i$8,6 


WEATHER 


Bulletin supplied by the Department of 
Meteorology. 


Folklore Museum: Jewelry and cos- 
tumes over 100 years old. Also mosaics 
from Madaba and Jerash (4ch 10 18th 
centuries). The Roman Theatre, Am- 
man. Opening hours: 9.00 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Year-round. Tel. 6SI760. 

Jordan Arda«riogkad Museum: Has 
an excellent collection of the anti- 
quities of Jordan. Jabal *A1 QaJ'a 


DEPARTURES 

ROYAL JORDANIAN FLIGHTS 
(Terminal 1) 


An increase in temperature is ex- 
pected, with the appearance of low 
clouds. Winds wifi oe northwesterly 
moderate. In Aqaba, winds wfi] be 
northerly moderate and cat™ sea. 


PRAYER TIMES 


Fair 


(Chadd Hill). Opening hours: 9.00 
.in. (Fridays and official 


a.m. -5.00 p 
Hobdays 10.00 a.m. to 4.00 p.m.). 
Closed Tuesdays. 


#5:00 

06:20 (Sunrise) 

11 JO Dbuhr 

1*54 -Aar 

17 JO Maghreb 

18:40 Tfaia 


06:45 

]1M 

1240 

13:30 

2030 

20:45 

*45 ...... 

2L00 

21:00 

21:15 ...... 


Aqaba ( 

Vienna, New York j 

London (RJ) 

........Cairo( 

Bahrain. Doha i 

Abu Dhabi, Dubai (RJ j 
... Kuwait, Dbahran I 


■Jeddah) 
Cairo | 


Min ./max. temp. 

371s 

12/22 

2/17 

8/22 

Yest erday's high temperatures: Am- 
man 12, Aqaba 18, Humidity readings: 
Amman 86 per cent Aqaba SO per 


Amman 

Aqaba 

Deserts 

Jordan Valley ..... 


Hussein Medford Centre 813813/32 

Kbalidi Maternity, J.Anm... 644281/6 
Akfieh Maternity. J.Amn.... 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 642362 

Malhas,J. Amman 636140 

Palestine, Sbmeisam 664171/4 

S hm e i sani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

At-Muasner Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic: Abdaii 666127/37 

Al-Ahli, Abdafi 664164/6 

Italian. AJ-Muhajreen 777101/3 

Al-Bashir.J. Ashrafich 775111/26 

Amy. Marla 891611/15 

Queen A&a Hospital $02240/50 

Amal Hospital 674155 


TAXES: 

Nedton 644433 

Jaw*” 640031 

Zmdfan 664476 

rarallixi 607051 

Rashid taxi 63(088 


DUHD: 

Dr. Sdtan Qasrawi (— V 

Dentist. Hasfaem ntnmitwi' / j 


ZARQA: 

■ Dr. Mustafa Fayyad 983031 

Deatfat MNozzad Q ffffl gS 

(-) 


SALT: 


Dr. Ziad Nsonr (J 


Salt pharmacy 


±=.n 


MARKET PRICES 


■price in 61 
(All kinds) 

Tbuuwui 

Banana (MnJeaomiar) ........ 


Broad beans 

Beetroot 


Carrot (black) 

Carrot (yeBow) 

Cauliflower (yellow) 

Chestnut 

Cncumbets ”... 


320 / 260 

Grapefruit 

140/100 

LODOB 

Marrow 

100/ 70 

iTfi / wn 

270 / 220 

Onion (thy) 

M0/ 140 

280/250 

Onion (green)..: 

180/140 

320/280 

Orange (Abu Surra) 

250/200 

100/ 70 

Orange (Shamim ah j} M 

300/ ito 

70/ 50 
140/ 100 
110/ 80 

Pea* .. 

j^PPOrfhot) 

(swe«) 

Iwato 

Raddhh 

Spinach-..,. 

Tomatoes 

Thnup . 

380/300- 

170/ 120 
550/500 
230 / 200 
220/180 
240/220 
600 / 500. 

-.-..,280/240 

W0/ 70 

- 130/100 

- — 100/ 70 


SV:- 


■* 


■c *. 


■tite 


Co.:.. 
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Home news 

~ NEWS IN BRIEF 

Odeh, Muasher leave for Arab council 


AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of Finance Hann a Odeh and 
Monster of Industry and Trade Rajai Muasher left for Riyadh 
on Tuesday to take part in the meetings of the Arab Economic 
and Social Council which opens on Wednesday. Hie council's 
meeting will be attended by Arab ministers of finance and 
economy who will review recommendations and resolutions 
passed by economic experts and an annual report by the 
council’s secretary general on trade and economic activity within 
the Arab World. 

Majali to attend police meetings 

AMMAN (Petra) — Public Security Department Director 
Abdul Hadi A1 Majali left for Riyadh on Tuesday to part in 

a meeting at the Arab Centre for Security Studies by the highe r 
Arab staff and command committee. The committee, formed 
from various Arab police forces, is due to open 'meetings on 
Saturday. On the committee are heads of police organisations in 
Arab countries. 

Economic delegation leaves for India 

AMMAN (J.T.) — A Jordanian economic delegation has left 
for India on an official visit expected to last several days. During 
the visit, the delegation will hold talks on economic and trade 
relations between India and Jordan. The delegation, led by 
Ministry of Supply Under Secretary Abdullah A1 Hawamdefa, 
includes representatives of the Arab Potash Company and the 
Jordan Phosphates Mines Company. India is a major importer 
of Jordan’s potash and phosphates and Last year imported $150 
million worth of Jordanian products. 

Shuneh graduates People’s Army cadets 

SOUTH SHUNEH (Petra) — A ceremony was held on Tuesday 
to graduate the 14th batch of recruits of the People’s Army. The 
graduates spent the past four weeks training in the use of light 
arms, military matters and civil defence operations. The 
commander of the People’s Army distributed diplomas to the 
graduates at the end of the ceremony during which the 
graduates presented a performance of their new acq uired skills. 

Karak centre supports local societies 

KARAK (Petra) — The social development department in 
Karak supervises the work of 20 charitable societies which offer 
services to women and children and operate centres for training 
in handicrafts and cultural and health matters, according to Mr. 
Abdul Rahman A1 Maaita, the department’s director. He said 
that through these societies, his department last year gave JD 
45,396 to needy persons and old people in Karak Govcrnorate 
and issued 95 cards enabling the needy to obtain free medical 
services at government health centres and hospitals. He said 
that a total of 757 persons are now active members of charitable 
societies in the govemorate. 

Directorate to honour working women 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Directorate of Women at the Ministry 
of Labour and Social Development wil] honour “ideal working 
mothers” who, as a result of the death of their breadwinner 
(usually their husbands), have been obliged to work to support 
their children and raise them' properly. The women to be ' 
honoured have all worked to support their families for more 
than five years. The celebration, organised by the Directorate of 
Women in cooperation with the Arab Club for Business and 
Professional Women, will be held on March 8 to mark 
International Women’s Day. 

Court sentences hashish dealer 


AMMAN (Petra) — The military court has sentenced Awwad 
Salem Muddahi to 3 Vi years in prison with hard labour and fined 
him JD 350 for dealing in hashish. 
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Queen visits TV production company 


AMMAN (J.T.) - — Her Majesty 
. Queen Noor on Tuesday visited 
the Jordan Company for Televi- 
sion, Radio and Cinema Produc- 
tion where die was received by 
Minis ter of Information Moham- 
mad Khatib, the company’s 
genera] manager and chairman of 
board of administration Jawad 
Maraqa and senior staff. 

Queen Noor toured the film 
studio, control room and technic- 
al and engineering sections and 
reviewed the recording and com- 
puterised editing methods used 
tor various productions. The 
Queen also visited the post pro- 
duction unit where she reviewed 
the technical operations under- 
way in the preparation of an 
educational children’s televirion 
programme being produced by 
"the* company. 

She later met with Mr. Khatib 
and Mr. Maraqa and his senior 
staff. During the meeting, the 
company’s current projects and 
future plans were discussed, with 
special concentration given to 



Jordan, India open talks on 
operating direct air l in k 


AMMAN (J.T.) — An Indian dvil aviation delega- 
tion on Tuesday opened talks with Jordanian 
officials on the prospects of operating a direct air 
link between India and Jordan. The Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, said that the talks are also aimed at 
boosting trade relations and promoting air travel 
operations between the two countries. 


Her Majesty Queen Now Tuesday inspects a set at the Jordan 
Company for Television, Radio and Cinema Production during a 
visit to the company’s studios (Petra photo) 

children’s programmes, ties and capabilities in meetinj 
documentaries and cultural prog- ^ developmental and socia 
rammes and specialised produo- needs of Jordan and the Aral 
tions in order to create a balance 


’between staged production and 
other television programmes. 

Queen Noor stressed the im- 
portance of well-developed farili- 


Deported mayor of Jerusalem 
th anks government committee 


AMMAN (Petra) — Prime 
Minister Zaid Rifai has received a 
message from the deported 
mayor of Jerusalem. Mr. Rawhi 
A1 Khatib, expressing apprecia- 
tion for the government’s deci- 
sion to grant pensions to em- 
ployees of the Arab Jerusalem 
Municipality who refused to work 
under or cooperate with the 
Israeli authorities. 

Mr. Khatib, who was deported 
by the Israeli authorities follow- 
ing the annexation of the holy 
city, has been living in Amman. 


The government-appointed 
higher committee for the affairs 
of the occupied territories earlier 
announced the allocation of JD 
75,000 to cover pensions for Arab 
Jerusalem Municipality em- 
ployees who are now without 
jobs. 

Mr. Khatib expressed support 
for the government and the ugb- 
er committee and thanked them 
for their efforts tQ help the Arab 
people of Jerusalem and Palesti- 
nians living under Israeli rule. 


Romanian parliamentarians 
due in Amm an on Sunday 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A five-mem- 
ber Romanian parliamentary de- 
legation is exported here on Feb. 
15 on a four-day official visit to 
Jordan for talks with Jordanian 
parliamentarians. 

A spokesman for the Roma- 
nian embassy in Amm an told the 
Jordan Times that the delegation 
will be led by Mr. Nikolai Giosan, 
the president of the Romanian 
National Assembly. The Roma- 
nian par liam en tarians will hold 
talks with speakers of the Upper 
and Lower Houses of Parliament 
Ahmad AlLawzi and Akef A1 


Fayez, and will meet with Foreign 
Minister Taber A1 Masri and 
Prime Minister Zaid Rifai. 

During tiie meetings,' the de- 
legation members are scheduled 
to discuss issues of common in- 
terest to Romania and Jordan 
with special focus on the Gulf 
war. the Middle East question 
and means of bolstering bilateral 
ties. 

According to the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, the delegation 
will also tour a number of Jor- 
dan’s tourist and archaeological 
sites. 


Development corporation issues 
tender for commercial complex 


AMMAN (Petra) — Director 
General of the Amman Develop- 
ment Corporation Sami A1 
Rashid has said that the 
corporation has offered a tender 
for the construction of a commer- 
cial complex on the old rite of the 
Royal Automobile Club in 
Marka. 

Mr. Rashid said that the com- 
plex, to be built within a 150 
square metre area, will serve as a 
nucleus for other commercial cen- 
tres in the future. He went on to 
say that the corporation has sold 


Beirut kidnappers prepare swap list 


(Continued from page 1) 

should not die,” one source said. 

“Israel’s guarded response to 
an offer to free an Israeli airman 
as part of a hostage deal for 400 
prisoners, and a cooling of the 
U.S. military threat persuaded 
the kidnappers to play for time,” 
Professors Robert Polhill, 
Alann Steen, Jesse Turner and an 
Indian colleague. Mi foil esh war 
Singh, were seized on the Beirut 
University College (BUC) cam- 
pus ou Jan. 24. They are among 
26 foreigners missing, believed 
kidnapped, in Lebanon. 

The decision to extend the 
deadline was announced in a 
handwritten statement in Arabic 


delivered to a Western news 
agency along with a picture of 
Mr. Polhill. The hostage* frail- 
appearing and bearded, wearing 
a T-shirt and spectacles, was pic- 
tured looking into the camera 
with a faint smile. 

The abduction of nine fore- 
igners in west Beirut last month 
prompted a U.S. naval buildup in 
the area, but Washington has 
since reduced the number of 
warships on alert off the coast. 

“The kidnappers saw this as a 
positive development,” said one 
political source, adding that it 
had also helped missing British 
church envoy Terry Waite, who 
disappeared on Jan. 20 during a 
mission to secure freedom for 


foreign hostages. 

Shi’ite Amal militia chief 
Nabih Bern said last week he was 
ready to release the Israeli air- 
man captured by his foDowers last 
October if Israel and the kidnap- 
pers agreed to a prisoners-for- 
hostages deal. 

Mr. Peres has not ruled out 
secret talks on Mr. Bern’s offer. 
But he said he was not sure if Mr. 
Bern bad control over the kid- 
nappers and did not think his 
offer warranted any immedite 

r t Washington, U.S. Secretary 
of State George Shultz has called 
kidnappers of Americans “anim- 
als” ana said a way most be found 
to make them pay. 


White House defends Reagan over ‘moderates’ in Iran 


(Continued from page I) 
have assets" — an apparent refer- 
ence to American hostages held 
by pro-Iranian groups in 
Lebanon. 

Mr. Nir met the vice president 
while Mr. Bush was in Israel 
during a trip that also included 
stops in Jordan and Egypt. 

Fhzwater, who was the vice 
president’s press secretary at the 
time, insisted on Monday there 
was no discrepancy between what 
Mr. Bush was told and Mr. 
Reagan's explanation of the Iran 
initiative to the American people. 

Mr. Reagan has said he was 


trying to promote ties with “mod- 
erate” elements in Tehran and 
was not trading arms for hos- 


The Fuller memo “doesn’t 
change a tiring,” said Htzwater. 
“The initial reason for the dia- 
logue was to establish a rela- 
tionship with elements friendly to 
the United States — call them 
moderates, call them whatever.” 
“There were a lot of factions in 
Iran and you could give them a 
lot of different definitions,” be 
added. 

Mr. Reagan, in his state of the 
union speech two weeks ago, said 


“I do not believe it was wrong to 
try to establish contacts with a 
country of strategic importance 
or to try to save lives.” 

Mr. Reagan also said his admi- 
nistration did not achieve what it 
wished and that serious mistakes 
were made in frying to do so. 

“Once you’ve said that, it 
doesn’t matter whether you try to 
label (the factions) radicals or 
moderates or whatever,” Fitzwa- 
ter said. 

He refused to say if Mr. 
Reagan had been briefed on Mr. 
Bush’s meeting with Mr. Nir. 


McFarlane recovering after ‘suicide attempt’ 


(Continued from page 1) 

A friend who declined to be 
identified told Reuter he believed 
Mr. McFarlane had been under 
strain as a result of the arms 
scandal, which erupted in 
November 1986 when it was dis- 
closed that profits had been di- 
verted, possibly illegally, to 
Nicaraguan contra rebels. 

Valium. trademark for a tran- 
quilliser called diazpem, is avail- 
able only nnder prescription. It is 


usually prescribed for anxiety and 
signs of an overdose indude 
sleepiness, confusion and coma. 

Mr. McFarlane was Mr. 
Reagan's top White House fore- 
ign policy aide from October 1983 
until he quit in December 1985, 
to become a private strategic 
affairs analyst. 

According to congressional 
testimony and widely published 
reports he was largely responsible 
for persuading Mr. Rea g an to 


reopen contacts with Iran broken 
after the 1979-81 hostage crisis in 
Tehran. 

After his resignation Mr. 
McFarlane undertook a series of 
undercover missions involving 
arms and hostage negotiations 

with Iranians. He has denied he 

quit in order to organise the 
hazardous undertaking as a pri- 
vate citizen dista n ced from Mr. 
Reagan. 


some plots of land to citizens at 
reasonable prices and that the 
cost will be settled through 
monthly instalments over a 
period of three years. 

Mr. Rashid also said that the 
commercial complex includes a 
number of warehouses, stores 
and housing units in addition to 
schools. Mr. Rashid said that the 
corporation has appropriated 14 
dunums to be used by the Minis- 
try of Education for constructing 
schools. 

Hunger grips 
Beirut camps 

(Continued from page 1) 

specifically appealed for a truce 
that would allow time to deliver 
emergency relief to the most 
needy in the refugee camps. 

Moroccan Television said 
Monday that King Hassan of 
Morocco proposed to send a 
• plane to Lebanon to drop food 
supplies to Bourj A1 Barajneh. 

In a message to Lebanese Pres- 
ident Amin Gemayel which was 
read out on television, the 
monarch said he asked Mr. 
Gemayel to do all he could to 
enable the food to reach the 
thousands in the camp. He said 
he was awaiting Mr. Gemayel’s 
agreement. 

King Hassan said the civilian 
aircraft would be sent by the 
Moroccan Red Crescent and 
would have a civilian crew. 

King Hassan said the siege at 
the camp had attained “a degree 
of indescribable atrocity” with 
old people, women and children 
“living under a deluge of fire, 
bombs and missiles, deprived of 
food and medicines.” 

Saudi Arabia on Monday urged 
Lebanese authorities and “in- 
fluential nationalist forces” in 
Lebanon to contain die “camps 
war”. 

Dr. Ahmad Abu Qoura, presi- 
dent of the Jordanian National 
Red Crescent Society (JNRCS), 
has appealed to the International 
Committee for the Red Cross 
(ICRC) to exert all its efforts to 
secure the access of relief supplies 
to the camps in Lebanon. 

Dr. Abu Qoura sent a cable to 
this effect to the ICRC president 
urging him to take speedy action 
in this direction. Dr. Abu Qoura 
also made a telephone call to 
Sheikh Abdul Aziz A1 Asshi, 
secretary-general of the Arab 
Red Crescent Societies Federa- 
tion railing for a meeting of Arab 
Red Crescent societies to discuss 
the situation in the camps. 


ties and capabilities in meeting 

the developmental and social 
needs of Jordan and the Arab 

World, employing technical 
methods and expertise that will 
distinguish Jordanian television 
and cinema production. 


U.S. assists 
maternal, 

child health 
project 

AMMAN (J.T.) — A three-year 
pilot project to improve maternal 
and child health in selected low 
income rural and urban com- 
munities was inaugurated this 
week with the donation of 
$504,250 from the United States 
Agency for International De- 
velopment (USAID) to Save the 
Children Federation (SCF). 

The agreement provides for the 
development of preventive health 
care programmes in a number of 
villages in the Bani H ami da area 
and one low-income community 
of 7,000 people in Amman, 
according to a press release 
issued by the American Centre in 
Amman. 

Save the Children Federation, 
in cooperation with Health Minis- 
try clinics, will train local com- 
munity members and social work- 
ers in the essential components of 
preventive health care for chil- 
dren under five years and women 
of reproductive age. The inten- 
sive training will indude oral re- 
hydration therapy, infant and 
child nutrition, child spadng 

prog ramm es, immunisati on, and 
pre-natal and post-natal care for 
motheis. These trained commun- 


The delegation, led by Indian 
Gvil Aviation Minister Jagdish 
TytJer, who arrived here earlier 
on Tuesday, is expected to hold 
meetings with senior officials 
from the Gvil Aviation Authority 
and the Royal Jordanian (RJ) 
airline to discuss air transport 
cooperation, according to the 
agency. 

Flights between Jordan and In- 
dia are at present routed through 
Gulf countries and a direct link 
would enable Jordan to share the 
traffic of an estimated 10,000 
Indian Christians who travel each 
year to the Israeli occupied West 
Bank to visit foe holy places 
there. In addition, there are an 
es timate d 4,000 Indians, mainly 
labourers employed in Jordan, ft 
is also expected that Jordanians 
studying in Indian universities 
will benefit from direct Sights 
which will eliminate lengthy tran- 
sit stops in foe Gulf. 

Recently, RJ started bagging a 
good part of foe Jordan-India 
traffic under an interline agree- 
ment with Air India. Under foe 
accord the Jordanian carrier fer- 
ried passengers to Dubai for on- 


ward flights to Bombay or Delhi 
aboard Air India. Fares offered 
under foe RJ-Air India arrange- 
ment, which included hotel 
accommodation for foe overnight 
stop at Dubai, are also competi- 
tive, according to passengers 
travelling on the route. 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) officials 
were quoted as saying Air India 
had no immediate plans to start 
flights to Jordan but Royal Jorda- 
nian hoped to operate at least two 
direct flights a week to India. 

RJ vice president for corporate 
planning, Mr. Nissar Aryne, told 
foe Jordan Tiroes on Sunday that 
Jordan and India had been bold- 


ing on-and-off discussions on 
direct flights and that a visit to 
India in October last year by His 
Majesty King Hussein was a turn- 
ing point in the negotiations. RJ 
Board of Directors Chairman and 
Managing Director AJi Ghandour 
was among the' Jordanian delega- 
tion that accompanied the King 
and held talks with Indian offi- 
cials. 

The delegation members were 
met at the Queen Alia Interna- 
tional Airport by Mr. Dakhqan 
and senior officials from the CivO 
Aviation Authority and Royal 
Jordanian. The two-day visit is in 
response to 'an invitation by Mr. 
Dakbqan. 

The Indian delegation in- 
cludeds Mr. V. Patnayak, joint 
secretary of the Ministry of Civil 
Aviation, Dt. S. Bbatt, director 
of information and regulations of 
foe directorate-general of civil 
aviation, as well as several other 
senior officials. 


andhi sends message to King 


AMMAN (Petra) — India’s 
minister of state for civil aviation, 
Mr. Jagdish Tytler, who arrived 
here Tuesday on a two-day visit, 
said that he was carrying a mes- 
sage from Indian Prime Minister 
Rajiv Gandhi to His Majesty 
King Hussein on relations be- 
tween foe two countries. Mr. 
Tytler, who is beading a high- 
level Indian delegation to talks 
with the minister of transport and 


Canada donates $400,000 
to W. Bank health scheme 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The govern- 
ment of Canada has announced a 
contribution of 400,000 Canadian 
dollars to the United Nations 
Relief and Works Agency (UN- 
RWA) for special health and 
education projects in the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip, according 
to an agency press release. 

The grant to UNRWA will be 
used to equip an eye disease 
clinic, renovate three sewing cen- 
tres, improve facilities at helfo 
centres, construct two additional 
classrooms to avoid triple shifting 
and repair school rooms in the 
West Bank and Gaza. Over the 
last several years, Canada has 
provided funds for the construc- 


tion and repair of UNRWA in- 
stallations in addition to its regu- 
lar cash contribution. Two UN- 
RWA clinics in Jordan are cur- 
rently under construction with 
funds from Canada, the release 
said. 

Canada has pledged Can$ 8.75 
million (U.S. $6.3 million) for 
UNRWA operations in 1987. 
This is an increase of $181,000 
(U.S.) over Canada’s 1986 con- 
tribution to UNRWA — which 
provides education, health and 
relief services ro 2.1 million reg- 
istered Palestine refugees living 
in Jordan, Lebanon, the Syrian 
Arab Republic and foe occupied 
West Bank and Gaza Strip. 


demonstrate simple, *k>w-cost I Workshop to discuss recent 

preventive health care proce- • , i - , - . - 

dares to each family, the release StUCty Oil Jordan S plaStlCUltUrC 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Uni- plastic cover in foe Jordan Valley 
versity of Jordan's Faculty of and wfll also tackle forecasting 
Agriculture will organise a work- weather conditions to benefit 
shop on Feb. 16 to discuss the farming, 
results of a study on plasticulture Also to be discussed at foe 
in Jordan. The study has been workshop is the subject of in- 
conducted by a faculty team -in creasing production and impro- 
cooperation with a group of ving foe quality of crops. Srien- 
French scientists working at the tists and agricultural experts from 
university’s farm near Deir Alla other countries will take part in 
in foe Jordan Valley. the workshop in which the parti- 

The three-day workshop is also d pants will review several work- 
designed to help saentists and ing papers on fanning and foe 
experts in agriculture exchange study which has just been con- 
views about production under eluded in Jordan. 


dares to each family, the release 
said. 

Famili es from foe communities 
involved in the project will be 
monitored by a joint government/ 
SCF health team to establish a 
community-based registry of vital 
statistics. The documentation of 
infant and child growth rates and 
foe corresponding nutritional sta- 
tus of the families, the rates of 
maternal mortality and other 
family health statistics will enable 
the Ministry of Health to plan 
future health care programmes 
for these - communities, it con- 
tinued. 


offidals of Royal Jordanian (RJ) 
said he was looking 
forward to the meeting with the 
King. The minister praised Indo- 
Jordanian relations and said 
views were identical of the two 
countries on various international 
political issues. On bilateral rela- 
tions. Mr. Tytler said the joint 
Jordanian-Indian Economic 
Committee would be meeting in 
New Delhi next month. 


CDD chief 
inspects 
operations at 
Wadi A1 Arab 

IRBID (J.T.) — Civil Defence 
Department (CDD) Director 
Lieutenant-General Khaled 
Tarawneh and Irbid Governor 
■Mohammad Ali A1 Amin on 
Tuesday visited Wadi A 1 Arab 
dam in Irbid Govemorate where 
a search is continuing for a 20- 
year-old man who is thought to 
have drowned while taking a 
swim in foe dam 12 days ago. 

The man. Abdullah Hassan A1 
Rousan, was reported missing on 
Jan. 30 and was last seen swim- 
ming in foe lake behind the dam. 
■ According to Gvil Defence De- 
partment officials the reservoir is 
very muddy and its bed is covered 
with shrubs and rocks, and this 
has been hindering foe search 
operation. There has been no 
trace of foe missing man and 
-CDD officials think he was co- 
vered by large amounts of earth 
from a landslide as he was swim- 
ming near the edge of foe lake, 
which contains at least 12 million 
cubic metres of water. 

The governor told Petra that 
notices have been posted around 
the lake warning the public 
against swimming in foe lake, 
which is 50 metres deep in some 
places. 


Land transport assembly to 
convene in Sana’a on Feb. 14 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Am- 
man-based Arab Land Transport 
Federation (ALTF) will hold its 
15th board meeting in Sana’a, 
North Yemen, on Feb. 14 to 
discuss a range of subjects con- 
nected with the federation’s acti- 
vities in 1986, a working plan for 
1987 in addition to financial and 
administrative issues. 

ALTF Secretary General 
Abdullah Dmour said that the 
federation’s general assembly will 
hold a meeting on Feb. 15, also in 
Sana’a, to examine recommenda- 
tions and resolutions referred by 
foe federation's board. 

During the board and general 


assembly meetings, a seminar on 
the use of transport in the service 
of Arab national development 
will be held, to be attended by 
several specialised Arab and in- 
ternational organisations and foe 
Economic and Social Commis- 
sion for Western Aria. 

According to Mr. Dmoour, 
several working papers are to be 
submitted to the seminar and will 
include one tackling means of 
reducing road accidents, another 
dealing with the role of insur- 
ance, and a third on the adverse 
effects of cars and their fumes on 
public safety and foe environ- 
ment in general. 


Institute draws up training 
programme for civil servants 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Insti- 
tute of Public Administration 
(IPA) has prepared a programme 
to train ervii servants in their 
fields of work during this year, 
according to a spokesman from 
the institute. 

’The spokesman said that the 
programme, to be put into force as 


ployees in different government 
•offices. In the second half of the 
year, he said, training courses will 
be offered to supervisors of gov- 
ernment employees and those 
holding higher positions. 

The institute, he said, also has 
plans to offer four- mo nth tr aining 


of Saturday, envisages holding 16' courses to university graduates to 
training courses in the first half of prepare them for assuming jobs 
the year for officials and em- in government departments. 
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Independence in the balance 


THROUGHOUT the world, the BBC has a reputation for honesty 
and independence. However, it seems that there are those in Britain 
itself who do not agree. The British government, or mpre particular- 
ly Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher and the chairman of her 
Conservative Party , Norman Tebbit, seem to be pursuing a vendetta 
against the corporation. It is difficult to avoid the suspicion that their 
objective is to make the BBC a complaint government mouthpiece. 

Should they achieve this aim, it would destroy forever the BBC's 
reputation for fairness and consistently good reporting which is the 
envy of every other broadcasting network in the world. That is not to 
say that the BBC is without faults or that it is above reproach. Bat it 
towers above the others and is the best ambassador Britain 
possesses. It does more for Britain's image than anything or anyone 
else the British government can put forward. 

However, neither Mrs. Thatcher nor Mr. Tebbit appear to be 
interested in such an invaluable asset 

They are (irmly convinced that the broadcasting corporation is 
biased a gaiiw them and is in the control of left-wing, unpatriotic 
subversives whose sympathies lie somewhere east of the Urals. It 
matters not that 10 years ago, the Labour government was making 
remarkably similar complaints of bias, the only difference being that 
instead of left-wingers, they claimed that the BBC was in the hands 
of the right. 

The big difference between the previous Labour administration 
and the present Conservative one is that the far .* has not been 
prepared to simply air its dissatisfaction and leave it at that. Ever 
since the Falklands war there has been a growing campaign of 
innuendo and rumour, alleging that there is something rotten deep 
down in the BBC. It is nothing short of a character assassination 
attempt. 

The campaign, sustained by continual sniping from Conservative 
back-bench MPs, took a new turn last year with Mr. Tebbit’s attack 
on the BBC's coverage of the U.S. raid on Libya. It has now readied 
something of a dimax over the BBC's intended programme on 
Britain's Zircon spy satellite project and the sacking of the director 
general of the BBC, Alasdair Milne. 

The two are unrelated; the timing is an unfortunate coincidence. 
However, the police’s heavy-handed seizure of documents and film 
from the BBC's Glasgow offices two weeks ago and the fact that the 
government was known to be gunning for Milne have understand- 
ably given great cause for concern in Britain. The noose around the 
BBC's neck seems to be getting tighter. Its very independence 
appears to be in the balance. 

On one level, the actions of the Glasgow police in searching the 
BBC’s offices (an action more normally associated with Sooth Africa 
or East Europe) are bound to have an intimidatory effect. On 
another far more important level, there is the question as to what 
sort of person will now take over the running of the BBC. Will he be 
a government stooge? 

As yet no decision has been taken. But whoever is chosen, no 
matter how determinedly independent be might want to be, his 
freedom of action is going to be that much more restricted than that 
of bis predecessors. He will be exceptionally wary of antagonising 
Mrs. Thatcher. 

In short, the British government is much more in control of the 
BBC than it was a year ago. Of coarse Mr. Tebbit, who has very 
much been the man behind the campaign, whom many regard as the 
natural successor to Mrs. Thatcher and whose poetical views often 
make hers seem tame in comparison, would deny that he wants to 
control the corporation. His line is that be merely wants it to be trtdy 
impartial. 

His problem is that very few people believe him. The BBC’s 
problem is that once its reputation for independence goes, it will be 
next to impossible to restore — Arab News, Jed dab. 


ARABIC PRESS EDITORIALS 


AJ Ra'i: Resistance continues 


THE people of the occupied Arab territories will certainly not be 
deterred or intimidated by Israel's repressive measures against 
them, nor will they kneel before the invaders but will continue their 
resistance activiry. These people have offered more sacrifice when 
nine students from A! Najah University were fired on and wounded 
by the Israeli forces during an anti-Israeli demonstration. This is 
not the first and will not be the last incident of its kind because of 
the Israeli crimes which are continuing against our people and 
because of Israel's organised acts of terrorism against the Arab 
people of Palestine. The Israelis are wrong to believe that the 
bullets fired on the Arab inhabitants will force them to give up the 
struggle for regaining their rights and homeland. The Palestinian 
people are more determined than ever before to resist occupation 
and fight for their rights and their homeland. But it is to be noted 
that at this time when the Israelis are escalating their repressive 
measures against our people they receive gifts of advanced planes 
and other weapons from those who have been encouraging them to 
cajry on with their atrocities against the Palestinian people. These 
gifts coming from the U.S. administration, and these planes which 
are intended to pour death on the Arab people are meant to disrupt 
all initiatives aimed at establishing a durable peace in our region. 
The Israeli measures and the American gifts and the use of force 
are bound to open the door wide for further desperation and 
further ads of violence and more bloodshed. 


A1 Dustour: Economic reforms 


PRIME Minister Zaid Rifai spoke before Cabinet members and 
heads of departments on Monday re-emphasising his government's 
commitment to the directives contained in King Hussein's letter of 
assignment. He said that the government was going ahead with 
plans to implement its economic and social programmes and 
modernise the country and offer better services to the citizens of 
Jordan. There is no doubt that the government has been involved in 
intensified measures for boosting the national economy and there is 
no doubt that the prime minister was shouldering the task of 
leading the government towards achieving that goal. The result of 
these efforts appeared in continued growth in the economy despite 
the adverse circumstances, the negative external influences and the 
persistent challenges. The healthy economic situation and the 
sound course followed by the government in dealing with circumst- 
ances and its continuing drive towards progress has been quite 
obvious to all. The government has been faithful to its pledges and 
has honoured its commitments in the drive to modernise the civil 
service system and updating laws and regulations pertaining to 
government administration and finance. We hope that this excel- 
lent performance will continue, and we trust that the government 
will take further measures towards reducing expenditure and 
increasing the country’s revenues through boosting * national 
industry. 


A leading Palestinian writer and journalist has been banished from his homeland by the Israeli authorities. In this article, which 
appeared in the Guardian newspaper last week, Akram Hanieh describes the emotional and political impact of his painful .. 


journey into exile 


— Akram Hanieh was editor of 
the Jerusalem daily AI Sheab 
(The People). Circulation 5,000 
in the West Bank and Gaza Strip. 

— Deported December 28, 1986. 

— Now travelling on an Algerian 
passport, 

— No place of residence. 


IT was 5 a.m. A rainy November 
morning. The professional hands 
of Israeli soldiers knocked at my 
door. When I opened, I glimpsed 
10 or more soldiers crowding the 
steps leading to my front door. 

Their commanding officer in- 
formed me that I had to accom- 
pany them to die headquarters of 
the military administration in 
Ramallah. They entered my 
room and fiddled with books, 
magazines, and records. I was 
about to ask them if they had a 
search warrant, but I dismissed 
the idea as a waste of tune. They 
uncovered the drafts of a collec- 
tion of short stories. They scruti- 
nised the pages, asked some in- 
different questions, then tossed 
them aside. 

They allowed me to dress be- 
fore shoving me into the back 
seat of a car that, together with 
other cars belonging to the bor- 
der guards, was blocking all entr- 
ances leading to my bouse. 

At the headquarters I was met 
by two intelligence officers and 
several soldiers- One of the offic- 
ers read me the order stating that 
I no longer bad the right to stay in 
my homeland. 

I will never forget the strange 
pleasure on the officers face as he 
slowly did the reading while 
closely watching my face. I 
learned later that neither the 
general who signed the order 
depriving me of my homeland, 
nor the intelligence officers who 
read it were born there. 

On the journey from Ramallah 
to solitary confinement I thought 
of everything except what de- 
portation actually implied. 

I remembered the warning 
given to my newspaper weeks 
earlier, by an administrator of the 
military rule, that it had to recon- 
sider its political line, or else. I 
recalled the endless letters from 
the military censor reminding me 
that every word intended to see 
the light on the pages of my paper 
had to be sent to him. I remem- 





countries willing to receive 
Palestinian expelled by Israel was' ' 
very short. The choke was made V* 
simple- ~ 

On the steps of the Swissair £ 
plane I took a final look behind ?“!'■ 
me. I could only see the heavily : 
armed solders surrounding the yC ^ 
plane. The Red Cross represents- ^ ■ ?. 
five commented that it must be an v*' . 
historical moment in my life, y 7 ^ 

It was a record breaking mo- la - 
ment. The darkest. The bleakest 'V 
The saddest It .was the start of a 
journey to the unknown, whose ; ; 
pains and torment are perhaps 
unkn own to all except the PaJesti-.r-' 
□Ians and those who are ejected^ V 
to exile. 

I arrived in Geneva moments 
after the plane I was supposed to 
board to Algiers bad departed. It 
was my first taste of being a 
banished Palestinian. I possessed 
Red Cross document valid 


Voice in the wilderness 


bered the long hours I bad to 
spend in my office to ensure 
perfect adherence to the roles of 
censorship. Despondent express- 
ions of the tired reporters upon 
realising that most of what they 
had written was not allowed to 
appear. I could vividly see the 
face of the sad young poet who 
came often to my office carrying 
some new beautifol poem, only to 
be told that his last one was 
banned. 

Along the way, I kept looking 
out to the little villages and towns 
about to wake up. I found myself 
attempting to engrave the picture 
of every tree, every field, every 
hill we passed by deep into the 
folds of my memory. I was en- 
deavouring to hold on to the 
magical details of a beautiful 
homeland I was about to be 
denied. 

For 20 hours over the following 
two days. 1 sat facing them. Three 
officers appointed by the same 
general who signed my deporta- 
tion order. They were to judge 
my appeal against his decision. 
Three more from the military 


administration together with five 
intelligence officers. On my side 
were my lawyer, her assistant and 
an interpreter. 

They threw at me tens of 
assorted- charges. My lawyer ob- 
jected that it was not humanly 
possible for a single person to do 
-all the things I was accused of 
doing. 

When I was asked to reply to 
the charges, I declared that I 
confessed to only one crime. The 
excitement on their faces was 
uomaskable. I confessed to being 
a proud Palestinian, to my refusal 
to accept Israeli occupation of my 
homeland and to my advocation 
of my peoples right to freedom 
and independence. 

I pleaded with them. “Please, 
gentlemen, let me be tried in 
front of a military court.” 

The sincerity of my request 
crashed on their eagerness to 
close my file as quickly as possi- 
ble. The faster it all ended, the 
better were their chances of a 
speedy promotion. I started to 
feel increasingly that I was play- 
ing a pathetic part in a boring 


overdrawn farce, but I persisted. 

The militar y prosecutor 
shouted, “We have numerous 
“SECRET FILES” that prove 
the guilt of the defendant.” 

My lawyer challenged them to 
present one shred of evidence 
implicating me. Dared them to 
open those secret files. 

''This is impossible,” came the 
reply of die appeals committee. 
“The exposure of the secret files 
endangers foe security of Israel.’' 

Kafka's Trial never figured so 
sharply in my mind as it did at 
that moment. 

Prison. Long days, longer 
nights. I continued my struggle to 
build in my mind foe details of 
foe magic world I was about to 
lose. 

Into my consciousness 1 drew 
foe picture of my parent’s garden. 
My book shelves. My desk. My 
office at foe newspaper. The 
feces of my family and friends. 
The houses scattered alongside 
foe road between Ramallah and 
Jerusalem, which I travelled to 
work every morning. 

From my cell I monitored the 


news of a solidarity campaign that 
was gathering to save me from 
exile. My people started it. Indi- 
viduals and groups from around 
foe world joined in. Even some 
Israelis spoke out on my behalf. 

One Israeli legal expert de- 
clared foal all the charges against 
me could be summed up In one: 
foe attempt to influence public 
opinion, which he stressed was an 
essential part of my career as a 
journalist and storyteller. A 
prominent Israeli novelist ex- 
pressed his shame because “we 
are expelling a writer from his 
land.” 

But the Israeli establishment 
seemed to have lost its sense of 
shame or embarrassment a long 
time ago. From foe time it re- 
fused to recognise foe existence 
of the Palestinians and their 
rights, and proceeded to occupy 
their land, uproot them and work 
to destroy their identity. 

That establishment was in no 
mood to listen to voices of sanity* 
from inside or outside Israel. 

The Red Cross worked to find 
me a shelter in exile. The list of 


for only one day. A “Citizen of 
The World” for one day, yet the , «’ 
Swiss- refused me entry. On a ; 
transit lounge bench I had to j '- 
spend foe first night. The relent- 
less unforgiving night. 

Foremost in my mind, was the 
quest for a place that would 
accept me to live in. A place to - 
die and be buried in. .V- 

Here I am. Moving from one . j - 
country to the next, or the one /. > • 
further away. Getting used to the .... 
inconvenience of hotel rooms,- " 
The agony of taxi metres ticking - 
during the rush hour. The anxiety 
that sticks itself to Palestinians : 
when crossing borders or arriving ’/ 
at airports. 

I travel to explain my case: a - 
Palestinian writer expelled from - 
his homeland for things he wrote -. 
and dungs be said. I travel to find 
support for my return, or to stop ■ - 
more of my people from fa ring 
the same fete. 1. . 

Yet in all my wandering I can ! 
not forget that I am only a 
Palestinian, and not a Russian 
dissident. That my name is - 

Akram Hanieh and not Anamly 
Scfaaransky. 1 do realise that "V 
doors will not open to me as they '. 
open to him, that my case win 
never be met with the same en- ' - 
thusiasm his has been met. 

My journey through foe “di- __ ' __ 
aspora” continues, yet, despite ’** 

my expulsion, Jerusalem seems/rQ £ 


somehow doser. 


Uncertainty in 
Afghanistan, 
before peace talks 


By Patrick Worsnip 

Reuter 


KABUL — Hopes and fears are 
mingled in Afghanistan as the 
country awaits talks with Pakistan 
that could dedde foe outcome of 
foe eight-year-old war between 
Soviet-backed Afghan forces and 
Muslim guerrillas. 

The talks, beginning in Geneva 
on February 25, will discuss a 
timetable for foe withdrawal of 
115,000 Soviet troops. Other 
issues, including an end to foreign 
aid to foe rebels, have been set- 
tled at previous calks, at least on 
paper. 

But whether the United Na- 
tions-mediated negotiations suc- 
ceed or fail, diplomats in Kabul 
say that despite official optimism 
foe outlook for Afghanistan re- 
mains uncertain. 

Failure of foe talks would pre- 
sumably mean a continuation of 
foe war that has already ravaged 
this isolated, backward country, 
and proved a diplomatic fiasco 
for foe Soviet Union. 

If they succeed, and the Soviets 
leave, a country riven by conflict- 
ing ideologies of Socialism, capi- 
talism and Islam and by deep- 
rooted tribal and factional feuds 
will face a formidable task in 
healing the wounds of dvfl war. 

The pro-Soviet Kabul govern- 
ment's strategy proclaimed at the 
start of this year is “national 
reconciliation,” a plan Western 
diplomats say must have been 
hatched in Moscow, although 
Soviet officials say it was an 
Afghan initiative. 

The programme involves a gov- 
ernment ceasefire and attempts 
to woo the'- guerrillas back to 
. hrilian life and a place in society. 

Some guerrillas have dearly 
accepted the call, although diplo- 
mats suspect government asser- 
tions that more than 20,000 have 
laid down their arms are exagger- 
ated. 

Seven prominent guerrilla 
leaders based in Pakistan have 
rejected the plan and vowed to 
fight on. 

How effectively they could 
continue if Pakistan withdrew 
cooperation and the flow of 
Western and Chinese arms dried 
up is a matter of much specula- 
tion in Kabul, where the govern- 
ment dismissed the seven leaders 
as an irrelevance. 

One strong card in government 
hands is the evident war-weari- 
ness of much of foe Afghan 
population. “We are tired of kill- 
ing our brothers,” is a refrain 
heard over and over again from 


people of many different shades 
of opinion. 

In addition, signals have been 
multiplying from Moscow that 
the Soviet leadership is resolved 
to rid itself of the vexatious 
Afghan problem. 

“The Soviets keep saying they 
want to leave but so far there has 
been no evidence that they have 
made any of the hard choices,” 
one Western diplomat com- 
mented. 

Other diplomats have bad tbeir 
optimism dented by guerrilla re- 
ports of a major Afghan and 
Soviet advance on rebel stron- 
gholds around the south-western 
town of Khost. 

Afghan Prime Minister Sultan 
Ali Keshtmand denied in an in- 
terview with Reuters 00 Feb. 8 
that there had been any such 
advance. 

Afghan officials accuse the Un- 
ited States of insincerity in saying 
it wants to see a settlement and 
believe that Washington is trying 
to persuade Pakistan not to agree 
to any deal that would let Soviet 
forces withdraw painlessly. 

If national reconciliation 
works, one major unknown is 
what the present government en- 
visages with its offer of a future 
coalition administration. 

Afghan legal sources say a con- 
stitution now being drafted is 
likely to legitimise a multi-party 
system but officials refuse to say 
whether other groupings would 
have the same status as the cur- 
rently-ruling People's Democra- 
tic Party (PDPA). 

The PDPA is divided into at 
least two factions, whose bloody 
internecine feuds only subsided 
with the Soviet intervention in 
December 1979. 

Western diplomats suspect that 
a car bomb explosion that killed 
at least four people near the 
Indian embassy in Kabul on 
February 1 stemmed from a new 
flare-up of personal or factional 
rivalries within the ruling party 
rather than from guerrilla action. 

They said indiscriminate bomb- 
ings were alien to the style of the 
guerrillas, who have been blamed 
by the government for the out- 
rage. 

Hie talk of power-sharing has 
been enough to worry some rank- 
and-file members of the PDPA, 
who clearly believe they would be 
well-advised to make themselves 
scarce if the guerrillas should ride 
back into the town one day. 

“What will happen to the 
160.000 members of the party?” 
one of them anxiously asked a 
Western visitor last week.- 
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Tales from aPersian weapons bazaar 

On UaLa a ■ w _ _ a v« 


By Vahe Petrossian 


“AYATOLLAH” Ahmad Kan- 
garlu collapsed with a stroke in 
Geneva in November 1985 when 
be beard that foe Hawk anti- 
aircraft missiles jet delivered to 
Tehran by Israel were old and 
useless models. Former Israeli 
intelligence agent and weapons 
dealer Jacob Nimrodi, who knew 
foe “ayatollah” as a deputy to 
Iran’s prime minister, managed 
to calm him and an outraged 
Iranian government by im- 
mediately refunding their money. 

Among other Iranian “offi- 
cials” involved in the U.S.-Iran 
weapo ns-f 0 r- hostages deal — 
which began in 1985 and ended in 
late 1986 in what is now known as 
foe Iran gate affair, was Manu- 
chehr Ghorbanifer, security 
adviser to Tehran. On foe fringes 
was Cyrus Hasbemi, a weapons 
dealer and “cousin” of Iran's 
majlis (parliament) Speaker 
Hashemi Rafsanjani. Lurking in' 
the background was Rafsanjani ’s 
“son" in Europe, who eventually 
absconded to Canada with mil- 
lions of dollars in misappropri- 
ated funds. 

These what-realiy-happened 

accounts are among dozens that 
have appeared since the Irangate 
affair first unfolded when Rafsan- 
jani revealed on 4 November that 
former U.S. National Security 
Council head Robert McFarlane 
made a secret trip to Iran in May 
1986 to trade weapons for U.S. 
hostages in Lebanon. The 
accounts are detailed and fasci- 
nating; they are false, however. 
But they do raise serious ques- 
tions about who foe Americans 
and the Israelis thought they were 
dealing with. 

Rafsanjani's son is in his early 
teens. Cyrus Hashemi died in 
mysterious circumstances in ear- 


ly 1986 in London. He was not 
in any way related to Rafsanjani. 
Ghorbanifar is a former member 
of foe Shah's secret police, 
Savak, who had no official man- 
date from Tehran. As for the 
weak-hearted Kangariu, he is no 
ayatollah — just another 
weapons merchant who went into 
exile after the revolution. 

This cast of characters, some- 
times augmented by other Iranian 
“officials,” .met Nimrodi and 
U.S. officials throughout most of 
1985 and part of 1986. They met 
to discuss a reconciliation be- 
tween Iran and the U.S., and an 
exchange of U.S. weapons for 
U.S. hostages. 

The Iranians explained they 
were worried about what would 
happen after Imam Khomeini’s 
death. They said they feared the 
Soviet Union and a communist 
takeover. They wanted U.S. and 
western help to boost the moder- 
ates’ position; in return they were 
prepared to serve western 


in- 


terests. Weapons-for-hostages 


some U.S. officials, in turn had 
failed a U.S. lie-detector test. 
Except for his name, every angle 
answer he gave was judged to be 
a lie. 

Not all the facts in the Irangate 
affair have come to light. There 
are “pro-western” and “moder- 
ate” officials in the I ranian 
bureaucracy, but whether they 
would be in charge of or con- 
nected with Iran’s weapons 
purchases seems somewhat un- 
likely. And certainly, senior Ira- 
nians such ’as Rafsanjani did get 
involved in the end — although 
they themselves appear to have 
been fooled by the weapons mer- 
chants. 

However, according to con- 
gressional testimony and other 
revelations so far, the White 
House and the Israeli govern- 
ment appear to have been gulled 
by a group of exiled Iranians 
posing as ayatollahs, deputy 
ministers and other important 
personages. Rafsanjani alleged in 
November that this was what had 


CIA and Iranian officials; accord- 
ing to Rafsanjani, it was between 
State Department offidals and 
Iranian '‘purchasing agents, 
working under intelligence offi- 
cials."’ 

The U.S. Side had apparently 
come to .discuss an improvement 
in relations and to make dear , t 
there would be no more weapons r 
sales. The Iranians apparently 
came to discuss weapons purch- 
ases. After the meeting, the Ira- 
nian side had further talks about 
weapons with an unauthorised 
CIA official, according to Shultz, - 
who says he immediately rushed 
to the White House to demand 
that foe discussions be stopped. 


was seen as the way to get things happened, repeating the allera- 
started, “a step at a time." tion in late January. “You made a 
Over a period of months, the 


U.S. and Israel became con- 
vinced there was a network of 
pro-western moderate through- 
out Iranian officialdom. It was a 
tantalising prospect that helped 
to draw senior Israeli government 
officials and the White House 
into what was to turn out to be 
a disastrous series of mistakes. 

In congressional testimony in 
Washington, McFarlane has now 
revealed that U.S. policy on Iran 
bad been based on such tales 
since 1985. The U.S. had virtually 
no independent intelligence to 
support its policy. It relied pri- 
marily on Israel winch, in turn, 
relied primarily on Ghoibanifar. 

Ghorbanifar, who at one stage 
had aroused the suspicion 


of 


mistake (in your efforts to come 
closer to Iran) and were deceived 
by the (weapons) brokers into 
thinking that Iran would shake 
bands with you in order to secure 
material concessions,” he said on 
25 January. 

Since November, Rafsanjani 
has made dear Iran has no 
objection to dealing with the U.S. 
through weapons brokers. And in 
the latest episode of the affair, 
Rafsanjani confirmed U.s! 
Secretary of State George 
Shultz’s 21 January revelation 
that the two sides have had a 
further meeting. 

This meeting took place in 
Frankfurt onU dS« 
According to Shultz, it was be- 
tween U.S. State Department, 


In his January 27 state, of the 
union speech, Reagan admitted 
that his administration had- made 
mistakes in its dealings with lran. 
But he defended the effort to 
improve relations and the desire 
to free U.S. hostages. Both the 
president and Shnltz described ; 
the Islamic republic as a political 
reality the U.S. would have to i 
deal with — although normal y. 
relations were unlikely for some 
time. 

Referring to when he worked 
for the U.S. construction firm 
Bechtel, Shultz said he bqd some 
stealing with Iranians. 


In Tehran, Rafsanjani said the 
U.S. had come to Frankfurt with 
a “plan,” but Iran’s agents had 
been instructed that no. plan 
would be accepted before they 
release our property-” This was a 
reference to frozen funds and 
undelivered weapons held by the 
U.S. since the 1979 revolution- 


/ ivtuiuuvu' 

we do not trust the U.S. anx_. 

RaW 


more. They are not honest, 
safljani added — Middle East 
Economic Digest (MEED)' 
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Arab historians seek to rewrite Arab history 



By Iflmm Hum 

Renter 

ABU DHABI — Arab historians 
are f igh ti n g a crusade a gainst 
what they say are misconceptions 
and falsehoods in the way Arab 
history has been written in the 
West. 

. The 12,000- strong Federation 
of Arab Historians, which held its 
b i a nn ual general assembly in Aba 
Dhabi, launched a tad to rewrite 
aspects of Arab history and draw 
attention to what it deems anti- 
Arab Mas in Western textbooks. 

‘‘Oar main mission is to rewrite 

the history of the Arab Nation ... 
to clear it from the negative 
attitudes and highlight the posi- 
tive aspects,” said Abdul Kader 
A1 Najjar, secretary general of 
the Baghdad-based group. 


A committee formed in 1985 
has been meeting to how 
.to approach the monumental 
task. 

Among the options are a col- 
lective research effort by mem- 
bers of the committee or assign- 
ing individual higfnriang to 
address the most pressing topics. 

The assembly agreed to spon- 
sor a series of seminars to discuss 
Arab history as represented in 
Western textbooks. The first will 
be held in 1988 in the United 
States, followed by others in 
France, Britain and West Ger- 
many. 

Scholars from each of these 
countries will be invited to join 
Arab historians to discuss ways of 
correcting misconceptions, Naj- 
jar said. 

Mohammed Mona Abdallah, a 


federation member and director 
erf the Abo Dhabi Documenta- 
tion Centre, said there were 
numerous erampteg of distortion. 

One of the most common, be 
said, was the view that Islam was 
spread in the seventh through 
ninth centuries merely by the 
sword of marauding Arab tribes. 

Abdallah said presenting tile 
Islamic wars as armed robberies 
by tribesmen was historically in- 
correct and served to associate 
the Islamic message with negative 
attitudes. 

' In fact, Islam was highly toler- 
ant of other religions and this 
help ed it to spread so quickly, he. 

He gave an illustration well- 
known to Arab schoolchildren 
but little cited in the West about 


the Muslim conqueror, Omar Ibn ' 
A2 As, who ruled Egypt in the 
mid-seventh century. 

When he refused to punish his 
son for hitting a Christian in the 
bazaar, the Christian went to. 
Islam’s highest authority at the 
time, the khaKfa Oman BO A1 
Khatab, whd told the Christian 
to beat the Euler’s son in public. 

Abdullah said: “I must say 
there were orientalists who wrote 
wonderful and good books about 
Arab history. But there has been 
much distention, especially by 
Zionist scholars.” 

He said even some “lazy” Arab 
historians were guilty of anti- 
Arab attitudes because they had 
copied Western books without 
referring to the original sources. 
Some books accused the Arabs 


,'of burning the Alexandria library 
during their invasion of Egypt in 
the seventh century whereas it 
was actually burned in the first 
century by the Romans, he said. 

In the colonial history of the. 
Gulf, some books portray the 
Arabs as evil pirates. 

But according to a study by the 
ruler of Sharjah, Sheikh Sultan 
Bin Mohammed AI Qasimi, a 
member of the federation, many 
of the so-called pirates were en- 
gaged in legitimate defence of 
their trading interests from en- 
croachment by the British. 

“It is natural that during the 
■second half of the twentieth cen- 
tury we review these writings to 
evaluate them and to correct 
what is wrong and this is basical- 
ly chit job as a federation,” 


Abdullah said. 

The federation has also taken a 
strong stand . against activities 
organised by Tel Aviv University 
for July to commemorate the 
800th anniversary of the battle of 
Hittin, a decisive Muslim victory 
over the Crusaders. 

The battle enabled Muslim rul- 
er Salah AJ Din Al Ayoubi to 
recapture Jerusalem on October 2, 
1187, winch the federation agreed 
to name Arab Historians’ Day. 

The historians' group objects 
to what it says are Israeli misrep- 
resentations of the battle and 
agreed to boycott any Arab histo- 
rian who attends the festivities. 

The federation plans to orga- 
nise its own celebration in July in 
either Damascus or Amman, Na- 
jjar said. ■ 


Rome’s stray cats grow fat on spaghetti I A second chance for the Soviet media 


By Clare Lovell 

Reuter 

ROME — Rome's stray cats, 
which provided food for the city's 
starving population during World 
War 11, are growing fat on 
spaghetti and fresh liver as Ita- 
ly’s fortunes rise. 

Cats have prowled Roman, 
streets since ancient times. Now. 
thousands of them live mostly in 
the ruins of imperial Rome, play- 
ing and sleeping among the de- 
capitated marble statues of the 
forum and under the crumbling 
arches of the colosseum. 

Although Italy is not a tradi- 
tionally cat-fancying country, the 
strays are looked after by a dedi- 
cated group of anim al lovers, 
mostly women, who turn out ev- 
ery day to feed them. 

Some are eccentric old ladies, 
lonely and down on their luck, for 
whom the cats are company and 
comfort, but others axe people 
who do it simply because they 
like the animals. 

“I suppose I have a weakness 
for cats," said Luciana Pollini who 
returns from her office job in the 
evening to feed about 30 multi- 
coloured felines living in the ruins 
of Trajan's forum in the city 
centre. 

“I have seven of my own. Some 
I took home from here when they 


were OL I don’t like to see them 
suffer,” she said. 

She has been ministering to the 
forum cats for more than 10 
years. At first they just received 
famil y left-overs. Now she cooks 
extra- spaghetti and buys fresh 
liver and tinned food to feed 
them, because she can afford it. 

Italy’s fortunes have risen over 
the past few years! Galloping 
inflation has been brought under 
control and the country is now 
vying with Britain as the world's 
firth most industrialised nation. 
There is an unemployment rate of 
almost 12 per cent, but the capit- 
al’s shops bulge with expensive 
luxury items. 

The previously thin and under- 
nourished strays are reaping the be- 
nefits. A large and comfortable 
colony lives in the ruins of an 
ancient Roman water works sur- 
rounded by a bustling morning 
market. Stall-holders throw them 
the meat scraps that used to be 
sold as cheap cuts for stews. 

At Ostia Arnica just outside 
Rome, they enjoy pickniekers’ 
left-overs and hand-outs from the 
bar. 

But the cats are never entirely 
safe. In winter the weaker ones 
die of cold and hundreds fall 
victim to epidemics of feline en- 
teritis and influenza. 

“Kittens born in colonies, who 


survive the first winter have good 
chance. Those who suffer most 
are the abandoned cats,” said 
Antonio Iacoe, president of the 
national Animal Protection Soci- 
ety, a voluntary organisation 
which has too little money to 
cope with abandoned animals. 

Hundreds of cats and dogs are 
abandoned every year, particu- 
larly in the summer when families 
go on holiday. They join the 
“many thousand” Iacoe says are 
already out on their own. 

The abandoned dogs roam in 
packs on the outskirts of the city. 
The cats, less streetwise than 
those bom wild, often fall victim 
to cars, vivisectionists, fur dealers 
and practical jokers. 

In Pollini’s colony, a female 
tabby lost an eye after small boys 
tied a firework to its tail. Cats are 
often targets for stone-throwers. 

Many Romans dislike cats. 
Some are frightened of them. 
Superstitious drivers mil reverse 
down a street and drive out of 
their way to avoid passing a black 
cat which is considered unlucky. 

But Iacoe dismisses 
that the strays are a hazard to 
health. 

“If anything, they step the 
spread of disease by killing rats 
and mice. Rome be over-nm with 
vermin if it were not for the cals,” 
he said. 


Berkeley rekindles the 60s 
ffi spirit of love and violence 


By Christopher Reed 

SAN FRANCISCO — The 
turbulent 1960s, when violent 
politics and philosophy of love 
transfixed a generation, will be 
treated as history this spring by 
the institution where much of the 
action took place, the University 
of California at Berkeley. 

An adult education course 
sponsored by the university will 
offer a two-day seminar in March 
entitled “The Sixties” for 1,000 
participants prepared to pay $75. 
For that they will be able to hear 
some of the era’s most revered 
gurus talking about the period. 

The coordinator, author and 
historian. Dr. Peter Carroll, said: 
“They told me to round up every- 
body from the 1960s that you 
want and practically everybody 
we invited said yes.” He expects a 
sell-out 

Dr. Carroll emphasises that the 
seminar will not lapse into cosy 
nostalgia. “We are not going in 
for those tired media resurrec- 
tions and bland dismissals. It will 
be a serious investigation to see if 
the period's values are still re- 
levant and the movement's legacy 
stin endures. I suspect that it 


does.” r— . • - 

The oldest speaker will be Dr. 
Benjamin Spodc. the paediatri- 
cian and author of the best-selling 
baby care book, who is 83. An 
opponent of the Vietnam war in 
the 1960s and 1970s, he. is still 
active in peace demonstrations 
and was recently arrested during 
a rally. He will speak on the 
anti-war movement. 

Another speaker is Abbie 
■Hoffman, founder of the Yippies 
(Youth International Party) and 
author of Revolution For The 
Hell Of It. Mr. Hoffman, who is 
now a comfortable 50 years old, 
disappeared after drug charges in 
the 1970s but resurfaced in 1981, 
will speak on “social activism.” 
Timothy Leary, the former 
Harvard psychology lecturer and 
psychedelic drug proponent, will 
discuss the counter culture, some- 
thing he does for much bigger 
fees these days on the lecture 
circuit. Harry Edwards, now a 
Berkeley professor and a black 
activist who helped orchestrate 
the protest of American black 
sprinters at the Mexico Olympics 
in 1968, will talk about the dvil 
rights movement. 


...Betty Friedan, . “founding 
mother” of the modern feminist 
movement, will talk about its 
origins and the “sexual revolu- 
tion.” Speaking on the era’s arts 
and letters wfli be Ken Kesey,. 
author of the best-seller. One 
Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest, 
which was also made into a film. 
The music of the period will be 
examined by singers and musi- 
cians, Mnni Farina and Country 
Joe McDonald. 

Conspicuous by its absence will 
be any lecture on the free speech 
movement, toe student rebellion 
which disrupted the Berkeley 
campus and spread to univeirities 
around the world. 

The Berkeley student leader at 
the time, Mario Savio, was toe 
only person invited to decline. • 

One reason for the seminar, to 
be held at the Palace of Fine Arts 
in San Francisco, was this year’s 
20th annivexsary of the city’s hip- 
pie “s umme r of love” in the 
Haight-Ashbury district. Today, 
however, toe Haight has under- 
gone a transformation many be- 
lieve has overtaken the 1960s 
generation — from Yippic to 
Yuppie — The Guardian. 


The Kingdom may be United 
but the faucets are divided 


By Beppe Severgnini 

LONDON — A simpleminded 
soul might be convinced that toe 
most fasdnating subject of con- 
versation for a foreigner in Bri- 
tain would be toe royal family, 
Margaret Thatcher or the castles 
of Scotland. Not so, believe me. 

The most attractive subject 
concerns certain absolutely ex- 
traordinary British habits that 
have baffled toe best brains of 
Europe: For example, no one has 
up to now been able to give a 
convincing explanation of why 
the English persist in fabricating 
rink* with two faucets, one for 
hot and one for cold water. The 
faucets are usually placed near 
the comers, so that the user 
sometimes bums his hands, and 
sometimes freezes them and nev- 
er manages to wash them. 

The habit is so ingrained that 
even an impressive publicity cam- 
paign in the newspapers, de- 
signed to encourage toe saving of 
energy, carries the picture of a 
rink which, in Italy, one would 
only find in some mountain shed. 

The mystery of the double 
faucet is ctosely related to that of 
the bidet. The English continue 
to ignore its existence and no one 
is quite sure why. 


A certain aversion to washing 
appears demonstrated, despite 
toe feet that British statisticians 
are working to prove the oppo- 
site: It seems that in no other 
European country is as much 
water consumed from 7 a.m. to 9 
p.m. 

I am not the only one who has 
such preoccupations. I recently 
met an Italian banker in London. 
Instead of talking about toe stock 
exchange, we ended up discussing 
English bathrooms. 

Another obsession of his — and 
another British oddity — are the 
door handles on trains, which 
exist only on toe outside. The 
English, Who know this, open the 
window, lean oat, open toe door 
and descend. Foreigners can be 
easily spotted because they franti- 
cally paw at the door before 
reaching toe station. At toe sta- 
tion they yell “Let me out!” in 
front of a perplexed public, and 
with luck they succeed in getting' 
off only three stops later. 

Italians are disoriented by 
these peculiarities. A school pres- 
ident, Renato Franco, wrote me 
to ask why, in an article, I men- 
tioned “English girls who do not 
wear stockmgs and spend the 
winter wrto ultramarine-bine 
legs.” The question is one of the 


most compelling I have ever been 

To satisfy toe reader, I did 
some research. Stockingless Brit- 
ish women told me they walk 
around bare-legged because they 
do not feel toe cold. I asked why, 
if they are not cold, their tegs get 
blue. They said that a leg can 
become blue without its owner 
feeling toe cold. 

I then thought that perhaps 
legs remained tare out of econo- 
mic necessity, but toe hypothesis 
had to be abandoned: Girls with 
tare legs go dancing, spending in 
one night enough to bray five pairs 
of stockings! So I continued my 
investigation and discovered this: 
Middle-class girls wear nylon 
stockings more often than their 
working class colleagues; girls 
from the South more often than 
■those from the North; London’s 
transvestites more than anyone. 

I also learned— and this could 
be a crucial piqce of evidence — 
that English giris believe they are 
attractive without stockings, and 
even more attractive if they wear 
pointed shoes, in fake leather and 
with stiletto heels, thanks to 
which die (compressed) foot 
takes on a bright, red colour, 
which goes perfectly with toe 
ultramarine blue of the leg. 


. By Patrick Co ck hm 

MOSCOW— “It used to be very 
easy for an editor to have a liberal 
reputation in the Soviet Union. 
You could always say to a writer 
‘Of course Fd like to publish your 
.stuff and then add that toe cen- 
sor or your boss had stopped 
publication.” 

These days, editors publish 
what they want, says Mr. Vitaly 
Korotich, editor of toe Soviet 
weekly news and cultual maga- 
zine Ogonek and one of a new 
breed of Soviet editors willing 
and able to take advantage of toe 
end of near total censorship to. 
publish what they want. In six 
months as editor he has already 
transformed toe fusty product he 
, took over into toe most interest- 
I ing and widely-read magazine in 
; the country. 

I This greater freedom of speech 
which Ogonek represents is for 
most Soviets probably the most 
important change in the nearly 
two years since Mr. Mikhail Gor- 
bachev became leader. 

Political and economic change 
were promised by Mr. Gorbachev 
in his speech to the Communist 
Party central committee in Mos- 
cow a few days ago but in much of 
the press gfasnost (openness) has 
actually arrived. 

The change in toe press is all 
toe more important because toe 
Soviet press, even when Mir. 
Leonid Brezhnev was leader, 
functioned as a limited forum for 
debate which took place in the 
newspapers because of the abs- 
ence of any democratic institu- 
tions. People will take a grie- 
vance to the office of a newspaper 
but never think erf going to toe 
representative -they have voted 
for in single-candidate elections. 

Mr. Korotich points out that 
many ordinary Soviet citizens are 
still unwilling to take glasnost at 
face value, fearing a return of 
censorship and toe rigidly en- 
foced imnbiwity of toe past. Few 


want to the caught on toe wrong 
side of the party, line. 

But “people become braver, 
more open, less afraid,” be says, 
arkting that the main objective is 
not to commit the same blunders 
which occurred after 19S6, when 
Khrushchev denounced Stalin 
only to lose power to Brezhnev 
in 1964. He refers to an article in 
toe current issue of Ogonek by 
Mr. Mikhail Shatrov, the play- 
wright, comparing 1956 with 1985 
and noting that Mr. Gorbachev’s 
selection as Soviet leader was 
opposed. 

In a scarcely-veiled attack on 
Mr. Victor Grishin, one of the 
Brezhnev old guard and for long 
party boss for Moscow who stood 
for the party leadership in 1985, 
Mr. Shatrov says there was a 
danger that toe self-laudatory and 
mendacious slogans which used 
to appear in Moscow could have 
been on every wall in the Soviet 
Union. 

Conflict within toe ruling Polit- 
buro is never normally referred to 
in toe Soviet press so Mr. Shat- 
rov’s article has been toe talking 
point of Moscow over the past 
few days. The message is that toe 
lost opportunity of 1956 to break 
with authoritarianism has not 
been lost. “History is giving us a 
second chance,” concludes Mr. 
Shatrov. 

Deeply-researched articles on 
corruption scandals also appear 
in the magazine. Earlier this year, 
it carried an expose on corruption 
in toe organisation supplying 
food to Moscow. Its head was 
sent to jail for 15 years and his 
deputy for 12 years. 

Writing such pieces has 
changed the working habits of 
Soviet journalists. “It is easier to 
publish soporific articles about 
great victories and new tractors 
which can’t move but look beauti- 
ful,” says Mr. Korotich, whose 
own career reflects the ups and 
downs of Soviet writers over the 


past 20 years. 

Trained as a surgeon, elected 
an official of the Writers’ Union 
in 1965 when the liberalism of toe 
Khrushchev era was only just 
beginning to ebb, he was sacked 
in 1969 and worked as a freelance 
journalist editing s mall magazin es 
before taking over Ogonek last 
year. 

Mr. Korotich’s magazine is im- 
portant because it is symptomatic 
of die change in the Soviet media 
and arts over the past two years 
wfech is having a deep effect on 
toe political system. ■ 

The Soviet Union is a society 
which relies heavily on the 
printed word. 

In the tatties between Mr. 
Gorbachev and the Brezhnev old 
guard, toe press has played an 
important and at times critical 
role. In many, if not most, cases, 
the attack on political machines 
created by former retainers of 
Mr. Brezhnev in Moscow, 
Kayak-hfcran or die Ukraine has 
been led by local or national 
papers. 

But the freedom of expression 
of new magazines like Ogopek 
plays another important function: 
it breaks down the nervousness 
and apathy of ordinary Soviet 
citizens that M. Gorbachev's 
calls for greater democracy are 
simply another campaign to 
which an end will eventually 
come as it did after Khrushchev’s 
years in power. Confidence has 
been very slow to return and only 
in toe past six months have those 
who believe glasnost is here to 
stay outnumbered toe sceptics. 

' Mr. Korotich himself feeds it is 
now or never. He says: “If we fail 
to rebuild now we’ll lose every- 
thing. We must destroy all these 
stone and concrete people and do 
something more human, more 
democratic. That is toe only way 
to live in the modem world” — 
Financial Times feature. 


German firms told to train 
more in the Third World 


By Karl Zawadzky 

BONN (DaD) — Vocational 
training in toe Thud World must 
concentrate more on learning at 
work and less on book and college 
learning, says a German 
development policy expert. If 
employers were to play a more 
active part in vocational training 
there would be a striking increase 
in the number of traineeships, not 
to mention a more practical 
orientation in what job trainees 
were taught. 

This view was outlined, in an 
interview published in Bonn, by 
Professor Winfried Pinger, 
development policy spokesman 
for the GDU/CSU parliamentary 
party. Trade and employers’ 
associations must at toe same time 
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be given a greater say in the 
training facilities they provided, 
as had for decades been toe case in 
Germany. 

Professor Pinger is convinced 
that job training facilities as he 
envisages them in toe developing 
world will lead to more training 
places and apprenticeships, to 
markedly lower costs in 
comparison with trades college 
training and to training courses 
more in keeping with the 
requirements of developing 
countries. 

Further benefits as he sees them 
include “greater satisfaction of 
basic needs by a larger number of 
more highly-skilled trained men 
and women able to earn a living 
and feed themselves and their 
families” and “better 
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opportunities for domestic market 
development and long-term 
capital accumulation in the 
developing countries.” 

Professor Pinger has called on 
subsidiaries of German firms in 
developing countries to train more 
staff hi suitable cases training 
facilities qualify for government 
grants from the Bonn 
development aid budget. 

He appealed to German trade 
associations to forge stronger links 
with the developing world and 
boost toe artisan trades there by 
sending out instructors and 
supplying machinery and 
equipment for training 
workshops. Many German 
chambers of trade already provide 
facilities of this kind. 
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Asia’s food success 
offers hope for Africa 


By Mort RosenMnm 

The Associated Press 

ROME — World Food Council 
experts say Asia’s spectacular suc- 
cess in growing food offers hope 
for toe people of Africa. 

The U.N. agency is encourag- 
ing Asian nations wilting to help 
Africa as part of a campaign 
known in development jargon as 
“Sonfa-Souto Cooperation.” It is 
designed to provide inexpensive 
help for Africa without lingering 
colonial overtones of Western 
aid. 

“Asians ra n make huge differ- 
ence with pocket money, hardly 
anything at all, and it is the type 
of aid most suited to Africa,” said 
Alain Vidal-Naqnet, senior advis- 
er to toe council. 

South-South help should sup- 
plement North-South aid, Vidal- 
Naquet said. Developed coun- 
tries can share toe cost of technic- 
al teams to Africa from China, 
India and South East Asia. 

He said toe U.N. Development 
Programme already tad agreed 
to provide funds. The European 
Economic Community and other 
multilateral donors were being 
asked to help. 

The World Food Council 
accepted China’s invitation to 
bold its mid-year meeting in Pek- 
ing, and Asian- African coopera- 
tion is on toe agenda. Africans- 
and Asians are scheduled to ex- 
change ideas in Harare, Zim- 
babwe before the Peking 
meeting. 

Higher official prices caused 
Asian farmers to focus on im- 
proved agriculture techniques to 
increase food production. As Afri-. 
can food production dropped 
from 1978 to 1984, China ’s rose 
by 4.9 per cent a year. India’s 
grew almost as fast. 

Over 30 years, Asian farmers 
increased their grain fields by 
only 25 per cent, but tripled their 
yields. Grain production went up 
196 per cent. Farmers harvest np 
to three crops a year on the same 
land. 

Africa’s erratic rainfall , poor 
soils and vast distances limit the 
potential of a similar green re- 
volution, agronomists say. Bnt 
they add that much of Aria’s 
experience is valuable to Africa. 

“It’s amazing what can be 
done,” Vidal-Naquet said. “A 
group of Chinese went to build a 
stadium in Senegal during the 
drought. Within six months they 
were growing all their own food 
on a patch of ground in their 
compound.” - 

Intensive fanning . depends 
heavily on simple irrigation, used 
for a thousand years in China, 
India and Mesopotamia. In Afri- 
ca, toe only such irrigation is 
along toe Nile, with marginal 
impact. 

Some Africans question the 
emphasis placed - on irrigation 
techniques that have not proven 
successful for them. 

At a past meeting of drought- 
stricken countries. Gambian 
Agriculture Minister Saikov 
Sabally argued: 


“Rain-fed agriculture is cheap- 
er, and Western donors prefer it. 
Bnt what is toe point of putting 
all our scant resources into that if 
in toe end, all we can do is pray 
for rain?” 

But South-South cooperation 
could help Africans irrigate along 
toe Niger, toe Senegal, and smal- 
ler rivers with low-technology 
gravity systems and simple pumps 
that are easy to maintain, experts 
say. 

Asians could design and super- 
vise the intricate networks of 
dikes, dams and canals essential 
tO ratrhing mp-off r ains in semi- 
arid regions. 

With techniques perfected in 
China and India, Africans could 
smk wells at a fraction . of 

what they now cost using im- 
ported equipment operated by 
Western contractors. 

In 1982, Aria had 135 million 
hectares of irrigated farmland. 
Africa had 8 million. Since then, 
toe Asian figure has risen. In 
Africa, as much irrigated land is 
ruined by salt, waterlogging or 
dropping river levels as is added 
by new irrigation. 

China already is helping 44 
African countries with 75 pro- 
jects, geared toward direct assist- 
ance to peasants who work on an 
equal basis with Chinese techni- 
cians. 

The Chinese grow rice in Afri- 
can wetlands, and build roads 
through the central mountains. In 
Mauritania, they advise on in- 
novative methods to halt toe adv- 
ance of sand dunes. 

Opening a World Food Council 
meeting in Guangzhou last year, 
Chinese authorities promised to 
increase aid in crop fanning, 
fisheries, irrigation and low-tech- 
nology energy, such as bio-gas. 

They also promised to offer 
training in agriculture, research, 
and management. 

The resutlts are not always as 
planned. In Rwanda recently, a 
reporter saw Chinese experts 
hard at work with shovels, but no- 
sign of their Rwandan counter- 
parts. 

South-South cooperation is' li- 
mited by capital. Most Asian 
countries are prepared to offer 
advice and assistance, but lack 
toe money required for major 
development. 

The World Food Council re- 
commends using international aid 
to fund South-South projects. 

The long-term plan is to scatter 
pilot project around Africa to 
demonstrate new techniques and 
also initiate research into new 
strains and fertilizers adapted to 
Africa. 

M.S. Swannnatoan, an Indian 
who pioneers agriculture technol- 
ogy at the International Rice Re- 
search Institute in the Philip- 
pines. says he is hopeful Africa 
can follow Aria's lead. 

In Rome last year, he delivered 
a speech entitled, “Sustainable 
nutrition security for Africa: Les- 
sons from India.” He predicted 
that he will return in 10 years to 
speak on lessons for Aria from 
Africa. 


Apple a day gets the OK 


BOSTON (AP) — There may be 
some truth to the old adage Chat 
an apple a day keeps the doctor 
away, according to a new study of 
toe diets of stroke victims. 

Fruits and vegetables are a 
good source of potassium, and 
the research, released yesterday, 
suggests an extra serving daily 
may provide enough potassium 
significantly to reduce toe odds of 
suffering a stroke. 

The research was viewed scep- 
tically by some experts who con- ■ 
tend that it is too soon to con- 
clude that potassium prevents 
strokes. Bnt they agree that in- 
creasing consumption of fruits 
and vegetables is a healthy idea. 


The researchers at the Uni- 
versity of California, San Diego, 
found that people who got plenty 
of potassium were more likely 
than those with low consumption 
to escape strokes. Dr. Elizabeth 
Barrett Connor said. People fol- 
lowing her advice should rear- 
range their diets so they do not 
take in more calories. 

“We probably eat too much 
meat, so toe obvious thing to 
have it (fruits and vegetables) 
replace is fatty foods,” she said. 

The study, conducted with Dr. 
Kay-Tee Khaw of Cambridge 
University, was published in the 
New England Journal of Medi- 
cine. 


K. . 
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Annacone earns right to 
face McEnroe in tourney 


Ham downs i President praises Conner 

Sheffield United 1 r 


— West Ham for America’s Cup return 


MEMPHIS, Tennessee (R) — American Paul S** of 

i^macone breezed through his first-round match at ■S“proSiy°M 
the $315,000 U.S. Indoor Championships, but he as I’ve had in a white.” 
expects the going to get ranch tougher - and soon. 

Annacone, unseeded and rank- per play to his sports psychologist, beating Todd Whsken of the Un- 
ed 43rd, beat Glenn Layendecker “I’m having fun now,” he said hed States 6-3, 6-1. Sadre .wifi face 
in straight sets 6-4, 6-2 in one hour “Last year there were too many defending champion and fourth- 
and two minutes, and will face ups and downs. I was hitting the seeded Brad Gilbert, 
fifth-seeded John McEnroe in ball great, but I wasn't tough Top-seeded and second-ranked 
Wednesday's second round. mentally.” Stefan Edberg of Sweden will play 

"You're always glad to get American Eliot Teltscher over- against American Richey Re- 
through the first round and adv- came shaky earlier play and sever- neberg, who Monday beat Derrek 
ance, whoever you have to play al first-set foot faults and close line Rostagno of the United States 6-7 
(next)," said Annacone. “The calls to down Mike Bauer 6-7 (7-5), 6-4, 6-2. l . 
winner of our match will probably (7-8), 6-0, 6-2. Seven-time indoor champion 

have to play Johan Kriek.” “Even with the bad calls, I had Jimmy Connors, seeded second, 

Annacone, who dropped from enough opportunities to win the will [day his first match on 
12th last year, attributes his shar- set,” said Teltscher, who faces Wednesday. 




LONDON (R) — West Ham ior /A m erica s v 
bounced back from recent defeats 

by Tottenham and* Oxford with a WASHINGTON (AP) — Skipper on. 
4-0 win over Second Division Dennis Conner and Iris Stars and “ 
Sheffield United in an English Stripes crew brought home rite unc 
Football Association (FA.) Cup America's Cup and savoured &e bos 
fourth round tie Monday night* presidential praise missed when of t 
The London sick completed the Conner lost the cup four years Ind 
fifth round line-up — it is away to ago. stia 

Sheffield Wednesday — with two • Conner and his crew brought the An 
goals from Frank McAvennie and prized cup to the -nation’s capital 1 
one apiece by Stewart Robson and Monday, where President Ronald Stri 

TV ... -i. i «_ . ff.. 


“Today die cup that west down 
under has come bade up,” Reagan 
boasted of the Feb. 4 recapturing 
of die trophy in the wind-whipped 
Indian Ocean off Fremantle, Au- 
stralia. Conner lost the cup to 
Australia in 1983. 

The president called Stars and 
Stripes' 4-to-O win last week over 
Kookaburra IB, the Australian 


p<*agan ribbed the triumphant 


fifth-seeded John McEnroe in 
Wednesday’s second round. 

“You’re always glad to get 
through the first round and adv- 
ance, whoever you have to play 
(next)," said Annacone. “The 
winner of our match will probably 
have to play Johan Kriek." 

Annacone, who dropped from 
12th last year, attributes his shar- 


McAvermie, who has struggled sailor as, the first man to lose the defender, a victory for American 


to emulate his prolific scoring" 
feats of last season, struck in each 
half. 

Robson was on target for the 
first time since his £700.000 (SI 
million) transfer from Arsenal on 
Jan nary 6. 


Holder Aberdeen was etimin- 


trophy to another country and 
praised him as die first to win it 
back. 

“For a few days, yon enabled all 
of us to feel airborne,” said 
Reagan, borrowing a sailor’s term 
for die excitement of wind-filled 
sails. 

Beaming and sporting the bush- 


ated from the Scottish Cup by 1 man's hat be won in a bet with 


Oxford rowing row settles down 


Celtic. 


Australian Prime Minister Robert 


LONDON (AP) — Crews were 
announced for the Oxford-Cam- 
bridge University Boat Race on 
March 28 but heated debate con- 
tinued into the repercussions of a 
much-publicised walkout by four 
American members of the Oxford 
team. 

"I am veiy satisfied that every- 
thing has been resolved. It has 
been a wearysome time but it is 
better to have problems early than 
late,” said Donald MacDonald, 
president of the Oxford boat club, 
on Monday. 

Last week, MacDonald was 
forced to make four changes in the 
Oxford eight following an Amer- 
ican revolt over squad selection 
that involved a series of meetings, 
deadlines and recriminations and 
steered the 158-year-old race into 
its biggest controversy of modern 
times. 

The Americans, all short-term 
post graduate students, were origi- 
nally named in the firsrchoice 
crew but resigned claiming one of 
their countrymen had been de- 


liberately overlooked in favour of Topolski said. 


Brian McOair scored the only Hawke, Reagan helped Conner 
goal, his 29th of the season, in the hoist aloft the ornate silver prize 
15th minute of the third round, as the 11-man crew and Vice 


MacDonlad. 


His opposite number at Cam- 


15th minute of the third round, 
second replay. 


as the 11-man crew and vice 
President George Bush looked 


technology and competitiveness. 

“No matter how sleek the 
yacht, it still comes down to what 
the skipper and crew do with her 
in the open ocean,” Reagan said. 

Conner, 44, told the room filled 
with press, dignitaries and suppor- 
ters waving tiny American flags 
that, "it’s really a victory for the 
American spirit." 

He also hand-delivered a note 
to Reagan from Hawke. “My 
dear Ron,” Conner quoted, “It's 
only a temporary possession and 
well be back to get it in 1990.” 


The withdrawal of Jon Fish, bridge, /dan Inns, said his crew 
Chris Huntington, Chris Penny would treat Oxford with the 


and Dan Lyons, all world or greatest respect. 


Yugoslavia to host University Games 


Olympic medallists, means only “We fancied our chances even 


one overseas oarsman, Peter with the Americans in the Oxford 
Gish, from Greenwich, Connect!- boat,” he said. “We would have 


By Ante Drpic 

Tanjug Features 


cutt, will now sit in the Oxford taken great delight in setting oar 
boat. MacDonald is the only sights on bearing what Oxford 


having rowed last year, daim could have been its fastest 


The changes made by MacDo- crew ever. 


nald brought the crew's average “But" we will not be complacent. 


age down to 23 but they are still In a two-horse race, any thing can 
two years older per man than happen.” 


Cambridge, which has four blues ^ 


said -be hoped this year's 


including American oarsman Jim rebellion at Oxford would per- 


BELGRADE — A total of 7,000 
students and accompanying 
officials from 115 countries 
throughout the world will 
participate in the 14th University 
C^ampq whidl wfll be held from 
Julv 84q<H> an Zagreb. 

Participation in the games has 
to date nsen announced by 5,035 


suade his rivals to stop recruiting I' student sportsmen and women 


Describing the American walk- international post graduates for 


out as “waring, depressing and the race. 

1.1 „ r\S I I I »1J M £ 


thankless,” Oxford head coach, “For five years, we have been 


Dan Topolski, was nevertheless trying to talk to Oxford about this 
confident of reversing last year's but they have been reluctant to 


defeat, a loss that followed a discuss it,” Inns told the A P 


decade of Oxford victories. 


“We are not advocating taking 


“Cambridge are very, very good post graduates out altogether, we 
but even without the Americans, are just concerned about bow they 


we have a strong crew, probably get in. I don’t think anyone can 


as good as six of our last 12, 


FOR RENT 

DELUXE UNFURNISHED FLAT 


Ground floor, 3-bedrooms, sitting, salon and dining room, all in 
L-shaped area. Two baths, kitchen, open veranda and utility 
room. Garden with spacious tiled terrace, garage, central 
heating and telephone. 

Location: 5th Circle/Abdoun. 


say it is a happy accident that so 
many world and Olympic rowing 
champions went to Oxford this 
year. 

“A number of people who could 
and should have got blues at Ox- 
ford have been stopped from 
doing so because of the stream of 
post graduates that appear in the 
race each year,” Inns added. 


who will compete in -12 disciplines 
— athletics, basketball, fencing, 
football, gymnastics, swimming, 
diving, waterpolo, tennis, 
volleyball, rowing and canoeing. 

Workft on games and 
accommodation facilities are 
being brought to an end, and it is 
certain *■ that virtually all the 
facilities win be complete by the 
end of this year. 

The ' “University Games 87” 
project comprises two separate by 
linked programmes — the sports 
programme and the programme 
for the preparations of the city of 
Zagreb. 

The sports programme 
comprises the adaptation, 
reconstruction and construction of . 


For more information please call 672468 and 655898 


VILLA FOR RENT 


TODAY 


CINEMA. 


.Two storey villa consists of three bedrooms, three 
bathrooms, guest and dining room, two- W-rooms, and 
one maud's room. With telephone, garden and central 
heating. 

Located at Ghosheh Street, near Pizza Hut 


OPERA 


For more details please call 813590, Amman 


Cinema Opera continues to offer you a senes of 
movie pictures under a special distribution contract 
with major American film companies Colombia, 
Walt Disney and Tri Star... and has selected for its 
clientel one of the best known American comedies 
for this season. 


Hare a winy we e k e nd at 




DOWN AND OUT IN 
BEVERLEY HILLS 


One thousand and one laughs., once seen... it 
makes you feel you wish to see it many times over. 


Aqaba 

Accommodation lurtf board 
Round Trip Air Ticket Amman/Aqatoa/Amraan 
Transfers from and to Aqaba Airport 
a Days and 2 Nights JD 36.009 Per Person 

( With possibility of extension ) 


ABAMA 


m 


For i M on wS ono and Infotmoflon p*MM can: 

ABAHA TOUTS S TRAVEL HoMty Imi HoM. Arann 
Tot 063100 Ext 3103 

Royal service at realistic rates 


TENDER ANNOUNCEMENT 
No. 15/87 



BEVffitV 

.HlUS- 



The Natural Resources Authority requires the services of an 
onshore drilling rig with its crew to conduct deep exploratory 
drilling and completion of different wells in Jordan. Rig should 
be capable of drilling to a depth of 5000 m with 5 inch drill pipe. 

The rig will be contracted tor one year with possible extension 
for further terms. 


Starring: Richard Dreyfuss, Bette Midler and Nick 
Nolte 


Dolby stereo film 

Shows: 3:30, 6:30, 8:30 and 10:30 p.m. 
Cinema Opera has a free of charge garage 
and an air-conditioned hall. 


Tender documents could be purchased from the Procurement 
and Contracting Division of N.R.A. at the Eighth Circle for J.D. 
150 upon presenting registered certificates from Ministry of 
Industry and Commerce and the authorised professional 
licenses. Foreign firms could obtain the tender documents 
through their agents in Jordan, and should represent their 
registration certificates in their countries duly. 

Closing dale of tender is March 15th at 10.00 a.m. 
A bid bond equivalent to 5% of total amount of 


proposal is required as a bank guarantee and/or 
endorsement cheque Issued by local bank in Jordan. 


Director General 
Eng. K. Jrefsat 


sports and accommodation 
facilities essential for the 
competitions in the 12 disciplines 
from the Summer Olympic 
programme and the provision of 
accommodation for a record . 
number of participants. 

The programme for the 
preparation of the city of Zagreb 
includes the completion of a 
telecommunications ■ and 
computer system, so vital for the 
successfnTboldiiigofthegames.lt 
also comprises, however, the 
development of municipal and 
traffic infrastructure and hotels 
and other facilities of importance 
for the organisation of life in the 
city. Works are underway on 25 
buildings of cultural significance 
and 15 hotels and catering 
facilities, while so me one hundred 
city facades are being refurbished 
and new bus lanes completed. 
Furthermore Zagreb Airport is 
being reconstructed and 11 new 
roads constructed. 


The participants, at the 
University Games will be 
accommodated in two students 
halls of residence, which, after 
adaptation, will be able to boast 
hi gh “B” category. The Stjepan 
Radio hall of residence will 
accommodate 2,450 visiting 
students while the Village of 
Flowers will provide 
accommodation for some 3,550. 

These two halls of residence 


found in all the teams, will he 

accommodated in the 
reconstructed hotel Panorama 
near the Olympic Village. 

The oiganisois have -provided 
42 sports halls, three athletics 
facilities, five swimming pools, 
one water course, 25 football 
grounds and four tennis 
complexes with 44 courts. These 
terrains will' be the* ate for 612 
competitions and 91 individual 
programmes in 141 disciplines 
and wiD also see 3,520 training 
sessions. The precise timetable for 
these events has been laid down. 

Let us note furthermore that all 
the preconditions have been 
created for the normal work of 
doping control, which will handle 
500 samples using the most 
contemporary methods. 

During the competitions there 
will be regular FISU 
(International Federation of 
University Sports) — CESU 
(Eur opea n Conference of 
University Sports) conferences in 
the hotel Intercontinental, which, 
together with the other 
b igh-category . Zagreb ho tel 
Esplanade will provide 
accommodation for high-ranking 
FISU officials, members of the 
Inter natio nal Olympic 
Committee, diplomatic personnel 
and other hi gh -r anking guests. 

Representatives of the fourth 
estate — press, radio and 


provide excellent conditions for • television journalists and 
the accommodation of the ; technicians' — will : be 
participants (students,. team/.accommodateclin the hotels 
leaders, tramezs,doctora)imdwiU ''Dubroynif,.- Laguna, and' 
also provide restaurant and IntemadonaL Between 2,000 and 
entertainment facilities. The 2,500 journalists from throughout 
referees ' and judges, who, the wo rid are expected to cover 
according to the rules are to be the University Games. 


CAR FOR SALE 


Mazda 929 limit, 1986, airconditioned with central lock, 
power steering and sun roof. Silver metallic, 3,000 kms. 
Customs duty NOT paid. 


Please call: 819495 


LAST DAY OF OUR 
BOOK SALE 


Amman Bookshop announces the end of its yearly 
book sale tomorrow 12-2-87: 

Almost 800 books left at one J.D. each. 



-ADVERTISEMENT- 


The Institute of Archaeology and Anthropology at Yarmouk 
University invites applications for the following openings. 


1- Faculty members specialised in the following areas: 

— Islamic Archaeology 

— Classical Archaeology 
— Epigraphy (Semitic Language) 

— Physical Anthropology 
— Cognitive Anthropology 

Requirements: Ph.D. holders and 2-years teaching experience 
preferred and field experience. 

2- Teaching and Research Assistant. 

Requirements: MA with distinction. 

Applications with full curriculum vitae, copies of all 


: M 1 1 1 i ^ '-M l ( - 1 1 


iTi » l-TTT* F- 1 » * iS; l,M 


publications (for faculty members only) - None of the 
above will be returned - should be sent not later than 
April 1, 1987, to: 

Academic Staff Affairs Division, Yarmouk University, 
Irbld - Jordan. 


Scottish soccer star plans v 
‘Football for Africa’ event 


LONDON (AP) — A former 
Scottish international soccer star is 
trying to arrange a special match, 
featuring 22 of the world’s best 
players, including Argentina's 
Diego Maradona, to raise funds 
for African famine relief, it was 
revealed Tuesday. 

Steve Archibald, who plays for 
Barcelona in Spain, told the Brit- 
ish news agency, Press Associa- 
tion, that he is hoping to arrange 
the “Football -for Africa” spec- 
tacular at Wembley Stadium in 
April. 

. Archibald said inspiration for 
the idea came from a live aid 
famine disaster programme he saw 
on television. 

>f I was really shocked by the 
condition of people in Africa and 
began to organise a football spec- 
tacular,” he said. “I have written 
to many of the world's leading 
players." 

Archibald said he had already 
had favourable replies from Mara- 
dona, who plays for Napoli in the 
Italian League, his two soccer- 


playing brothers, and two other 
Argentines, Jorge Valdano and 
Osvaldo Ardiles. 

He said others who have shown 
interest in- playing indude Bernd 
Schuster and Harald Schumacher 
of West Germany, Spain's Emilio 
Butragueno, Gary Lueker of En- 
gland, Mark Hughes of Wales, 
and Danish * strikers Michael 
Landrup and Preben ELkjaer. 


Archibald said he is hoping that 
two retired soccer stars, Brazil’s 
peie and George Best of Northern 
Ireland, might also play « , ne half 
each of the match. 


He said he was coining to Bri- 
tain on Wednesday to discuss the 
venture with English secco 
dais. ‘1 have already had permis- 
sion to stage such a match from 
FIFA,” the international soccer 
body, Archibald added. 

He said be was not sure what 
names the two teams would cany. 

“That could be dedded later if 
we get the go-ahead” to play at 
Wembley, Archibald said. 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Tiriac to coach Becker temporarily 


MUNICH, West Germany (R) — Ion Tiriac, manager of 
Wimbledon champion Boris Becker, said Tuesday he would act 
as the tennis star’s coach for his next two tournaments. Becker's 
.coach and long-time mentor, Guenther Bosch, split with the 
player during last month’s Australian Open after differences 
between the two over his role. 


Polish team cancels Iran tour 


WARSAW, Poland (AP) — The Polish Olympic soccer team 
cancelled a planned tour of Iran due to the recent intensification 
of the Iran -Iraq war, the official Polish news agency PAP 
reported Monday. The Polish team was due to fly from Warsaw 
to Tran to play a series of tr aining matches in different Iranian 
cities, PAP said. The trip was called off after the international 
soccer'federation FIFA banned the organisation of any interna- 
tional events in Iran because of “the sharpening of the Iran-Iraq 
conflict,” PAP said. 


Fenech giyes op title to get another 


SYDNEY (R) — Australian Jeff Fenech gave up his Interna- 
tional Boxing Federation (IBF) world bantamweight title in 
order to make a challenge for the World Boxing Council (WBQ 
super-bantamweight title next month. Fenech and his manage- 
ment announced Tuesday that he would fight Thailand’s Samart 
Payakarun for the WBC title in Sydney on March 13. 


Swiss sets shotput record 


. MAGGLINGEN, Switzerland (AP) — Swiss shotputter Werner 
Guenthoer has set an indoor world record with a mark of 22.26 
metres. The 26-year-old Guenthoer, competing in the Swiss 
track ahd field championships Sunday, bettered by II cen- 
timetres the record set by East Germany’s Ulf Timmermans two 
years ago. Guenthoer thus established himself as one of the top 
favourites in the European Championships Feb. 21-22 in Lievin, 
France, where he is to compete against Timmermans and fellow 
East German Ulf Beyer whose outdoor world record stands at 
22.64 metres since last year. 


Liverpool calls off Statham deal 


LIVERPOOL, England (AP) — English soccer champion 
Liverpool announced it had called off a £250,000 ($375,000) bid 
to sign England international leftback Derek Statham from 
Second Division West Bromwich Albion. Liverpool wanted to 
hire the 27-year-old defender as a replacement for Jim Beglin, 
who will be out of action until next season after breaking a leg. 
Statham was set to sign for the champion two weeks ago. But 
Liverpool put the deal on ice pending medical checks on the 
injury-plagued fullback, who had not played a first team game 
for Albion since last season. 



LACOSTE 


LOW PRICES 

On all Lacoste winter clothes 
N.B. We are closed on Fridays 

SUBAIH FOR GARMENTS 
8th Circle - Bayader Wadi El-Seer 
Near Abu-Shakra Co. 




FOR SALE 


By method of sealed bids, used household furniture, unser- 
laneou^iteh^ ,anC€S ' ° ffice e< ^ ui P mem and other miscel- 


Itwre will be ayalable for inspection at the American Embassy 
Warehouse 7th Cirde, on Thursday and Friday Feb. 12 &13 
1987. Hours are 8.30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. each day. 

B !2ii , 2!22 > “MS® *? the sale and bids accepted 
Refundable 20% deposit required on all bids. 7 


' & 


K-Hnmwno.-. 3 3u.feUi.ii jn. in H. 









Economy' 


JORDAN TIMES, WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 11, 1987 7 


londow exchange rates i World Bank offers Arabs more opportunities 


LONDON (R) — FoDowing are the buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midday 
on the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Tuesday. 


One sterling 1.5255/65 

One U.S. dollar 13343/48 

1.8168/78 
2.0495/0505 
1.5320/30 
37.60/65 
6.0475/0525 
1292/1293 
152.95/153.05 
6.4875/4925 
7.0050/0100 
6.8675/8725 

One ounce of gold 404.20/404.70 


U.S. dollars 
Canadian dollar 
.West German marks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swe dish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
U.S. dollars 


LONDON STOCK MARKET 


LONDON (R) -— Shares remained dose to the day’s lows in late 
business reflecting Monday’s lower showing on Wal l Street and 
Tuesday’s easier start there. By 1530 GMT, the FTSE 100 index 
was down 16.8 to 1,893.9 after an earlier low of 1,8903. 

Tuesday's retreat was largely on profit-taking after the record 
breaking run of recent sessions, with dealers saying the market 
remains well supported ahead of the U.K. budget. 

Selling on Tuesday was fairly restrained, with investors 
consolidating holdings ahead of the March 17 budget, which is 
anticipated to bring about cuts in personal income tax. This in 
turn is tipped to trigger increased consumer spending. 

Dealers said the market bad been du e for a correction after 
the run of gains which has lifted the FTSE 100 index from 
around 1,681 since the beginning of the year. 

However, they added that Monday saw little sustained selling 
and there were few factors in the decline to suggest underlying 
market fundamentals bad shifted toward a lower trend. 


T WTOUR DAILY 

Horoscope 

from the Carroll Righter Institute M 

FORECAST FOR WEDNESDAY, FEB. II, 1087 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: Today finds you able to 
get some new ideas for putting across the various basic 
plans that are important to you. Sit back and analyze 
your most comprehensive goals. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) Put the finishing touches 
on whatever plan you are working on. Carry through 
with it and analyze the results. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20] Improve your com- 
munications in some way. Make the right contacts and 
be happy with your mate. 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) Solve that monetary 
problem wisely. Get your health improved. Take time 
to devise a better budget. 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to JuL 21) Consider 
your greatest wish of a personal nature and go after it 
with courage and conviction. 

LEO’ (JuL 22 to Aug. 21} Concentrate on private 
wishes and know how best to gain them. Forget expen- 
sive amusements. 

VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept. 22) You now understand how 
to gain whatever it is you want the most. Use tact in 
dealing with your family. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 22) Steer dear of a strange 
encounter. Plan how to gain the aid of those who can 
help you attain worldly aims. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21} Plan anew course that 
can make your projects work out mare successfully. Add 
to you r pre sent activities. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21) Rely more on 
experts since your ideas are not up to date. Do 
something for your mate. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) Bring your finest 
talents to the attention of bigwigs. Forget that 
problematical affair for now. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) Flan how to get your 
activities to work out more satisfactorily. Avoid one who 
is a schemer. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) Han how to get your fine 
ideas across to others. Try to build up your health in 
some way. 

IF YOUR CHILD IS BORN TODAY ... he or she will 
be a very good student and use fine judgment in deal- 
ing with others, so give as fine an education as yon can 
since your progeny will need this in order to overcome 
the vicissitudes of living that are bound to come up dur- 
ing this successful lifetime. 


THE Daily Crossword by Bee* joroman 


ACROSS 
1 Lip 

5 ChariM* dog 
9 Vacation 
reading 

14 Monguda of 

15 “Ooa im 9 — 
tor man" 

15 God of mMi 

17 Dfva’a long 

18 Sharpan 

19 Push forward 

20 LutiBo’s 


24 

25 * — goas by” 

29 Sue c a ts 

30 Eagrossad 
3«Cwnp 

35 Card gam 
39 1 — ora of 


37 words on a 
poateard 

41 — poetic* 

42 Took advan- 
tage of 

43 Frizz bak 

44 Bacas* 

48 Spread hay 


47 Canpoaad van 
49 Grain 
SO-Honi — qul 
maL." 

51 Voyager's way 
id old MM 

59 Ham 

60 Bagfnntag at 

61 Short Jack* 

62 Kottefactng 


mmum Hanna 


nnaHH 


63 Accept 

64 — Mil 
<8 Malta 

69 Hastened 
57 *D**ira Undit 
t ha— ^ 

DOWN 

lUaadOMpMri 
2 Comfy lo 


e«87 TitaJWi Mwja ! 
A1 M0KI AOHHVWI 


4 FMrly k**n 
SOn land 
8 Fur atari 


R 8 Copfea 
9 Offspring 

10 Surfaf'ajoy 

11 Body Of 
warriors 

12 Peat or coal 

13 — ofCvri 

21 OaSdcns 

22 Drive 

25 Egyptian dam 

26 — Agnear 

27 It aplcpoat 

28 Turned Wt 

29 Angered 

31 Nautical 
word 

32 Analyze 
s en t e nce* 

33 Cornered 
35 Jala 

38 — Ketch 
(am alga} 

3ft Moral 


Yesterday's Puzzle Solved: 


nnon runnnn nnnri 
Pinmn nnnnn nrann 
nnnmnnmnnn 
nrrmrannran nnnrann 
rcnnmn nramn 
nnnnnrn nnnnnmn 
mrrriHn nnnra nrrnn 
nnin nnnmnBm nnn 
nnnn nrareH nnnnn 
finnnnpniH nnnnnn 
nrana nnmra 
nnrannn nnnnnnnn 
nnnnnnnnnn nnnra 
nnnni mnnim nnnn 
nrcrcni nnnnn nnnn 


40 ■— i you WBfl 

the stars*. 11 
45 Pay homage 
47 Took lodging* 

49 Aids 

50 Feed# Are 

51 Word to tabby 

52 Flag — 1» 


53 KHer whale 

54 Matinee 
times abbr. 

55 Springe 
58 Type: abbr. 

57 Standard 

58 Anecdote 


BAHRAIN (R) — The World Bank Monday urged 
businessmen in Arab countries to step up their 
participation in bank-funded projects. 


World Bank representative, 
Mr. Eraedfn Shansedm, told 
B ahraini businessmen and indus- 
trialists the benefits gained by 
Arab countries from World Bank 
membership had been relatively 
small. 

“Arab countries’ share in 
World Bank capital is about eight 
per cent but their involvement in 
consultancies and contracts 
awarded through bank projects is 
nowhere near that amount," he 
told Reuters. 

“The time has come for Arab 
countries to gain more exposure 
to — and knowledge of — oppor- 
tunities within the World Bank to 


receive their fair share of be- 
nefits," he added. 

Mr. Shamsedin was speaking 
after a seminar on opportunities 
for Arab countries to take part in 
World Bank-led projects. 

But he said: “There are not 
many huge Arab consultancy 
firms with experience in interna-, 
tional projects." \ 

The World Bank had allocated 
$17 billion for loans to developing 
countries in the current year,be 
said. 

Mr. Donald Strom ban, head of 
the World Bank procurement 
unit and projects policy, outlined 
the business opportunities avail- 


able through the bank’s interna- 
tional market to suppGers, con- 
tractors and consulting firms in 
the region. 

“The market has better oppor- 
tunities than is generally known, 
and we urge people to compete 
more than they are," he said. 

World Bank plans to double 
lending for health care 
projects 

In Nairobi, World Bank Presi- 
dent Barber Conable said the 
bank planned to double its annual 
lending -for population, health 
and nutrition projects to $500 
million by 1990. 

Mr. Conable, speaking at an 
international conference on safe 
motherhood in Nairobi said the 
credit, about twice the 1984/85 


level, would support projects in 
50 mainly developing countries. 

Mr. Conable also announced 
that hank had set up a safe 
motherhood fund to improve 
health care for pregnant women 
and had provided an initial $1 
million of the $5 milli on budget. 
He hoped other donors would 
contribute to the fund. 

Mr. Conable said the bank was 
keen on maternal health care 
-because women were the back- 
bone of development, especially 
in the Third World. 

“Women's health is basic to 
women’s advancement in all 
fields. A mother's health is the 
bulwark and the foundation of 
social and community health ... 
maternal health care is an invest- 
ment in development,” Mr. Con- 
able said. 


To reduce maternal mortality, 
Mr. Conable proposed stronger 
community-based health care, 
improved hospitals and clinics 
and a better transport system to 
take pregnant women at risk for 
treatment. 

The United Nations Develop- 
ment Programme (UNDP) said it 
had also contributed SI million to 
the safe motherhood fund and 
supported 82 projects on mater- 
nal health and nutrition mainly in 
Africa and Asia. 

World Health Organisation 
(WHO) Director General Half- 
dan Mahler called for universal 
family planning, good primary 
health care before and during 
pregnancy and the assistance of 
trained personnel for all women 
in childbirth. 

The four-day conference is 



Barber Conable 

seeking ways to improve primary 
health care for women, especially 
in the Third World and reduce 
deaths arising from pregnancy 
and childbirth, estimated by 
WHO at 500,000 a year. 


Arab monetary officials discuss 
ways to unify GCC currencies 


Bahrain emphasises modern financial 
reporting to boost investor confidence 


KUWAIT (R) — Gulf Arab 
monetary officials opened talks 
Tuesday which banking sources 
said would probably include 
proposals for a unified currency 
framework like the European 
Monetary System. 

Kuwait’s Central Bank Gov- 
ernor Salem Abdul Am A 1 Sand 
A1 Sabah was chairing the three- 
day meeting of officials from the 
six-member Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC). 

‘The meeting looks like a 
forum to develop tire idea of a 
joint exchange rate,” one bank- 
ing source said. Central bank 
officials could not be reached for 
details of the agenda. 

In addition to Kuwait, the 
GCC groups Saudi Arabia and its 
Gulf allies Bahrain, Oman, Qatar 
and the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE). 

GCC central . bank chiefs 
agreed at a meeting in the UAE 


two weeks ago on the principle of 
a joint exchange rate system. 

Sheikh Abdullah A1 Quwaiz, 
the GCC assistant secretary- 
general for economic affairs, said 
then the currencies would be 
allowed to fluctuate within a set 
band against each other. 

Technical experts were ex- 
pected to decide at the Kuwait 
meeting on a model best suited to 
the joint needs of GCC states, 
which now use three different 
ways to determine their exchange 
rates. 

Banking sources said the 
choice of a common peg against 
which to align the currencies 
appeared to be a major issue still 
to be resolved. 

Oman’s riyal has been pegged 
officially to the dollar since 1973. 
Kuwait's dinar is linked to' a 
trade-weighted basket of curren- 
cies, while the other four states 
have a formal link to the Interna- 


Singapore restricts publication 
of Asian Wall Street Journal 


SINGAPORE (AP) — The gov- 
ernment Monday ordered the cir- 
culation of the Asian Wall Street 
Journal limited to 400 copies a 
day starting Feb. 16 because of 
the newspaper’s refusal to publish 
an official response to an article. 

The financi al paper, owned by 
Dow Jones Publishing Co. (Asia) 
Inc., is edited in Hong Kong and 
printed there and in Singapore. It 
has been drcnlatipg mare than 
5,000 copies a day in Singapore. 

Mr. Lee Seng Giap of the 
ministry of communications and 
information notified editor and 
publisher Fred Zimmerman of 
the order published in a govern- 
ment gazette. It declared the 
journal "a foreign newspaper en- 
gaging in the domestic politics of 
Singapore." 

The journal is also required to 
get official approval before circu- 
lating the paper through a distri- 
butor cleared by the gov e rn m ent. 

A statement from die ministry 
cited a front-page story by Singa- 
pore correspondent,- Mr. Stephen 
Dutfrie, in the Dec. 12-13 edition 
that, the government asserted, 
“criticised the formation of SES- 
DAQ (Stock Exchange of Singa- 


pore Dealing and Automated 
Quotation System), and cast 
doubts on the motives of the 
Singapore government in setting 
it up." 

The release said Mr. Dnthie's 
report gave the impression that 
SESDAQ “was being foisted on 
the Singapore financial scene by 
. the government, in order to pres-; 
’ ide over the disposal of dud com- 
panies to its own citizens.” 

An official of the monetary 
authority of Singapore com- 
plained to the newspaper in two 
letters and asked that they and 
Mr. Zimmerman’s two replies be 
printed in full, the release said. 

In a statement issued in Hong 
Kong before the government re- 
lease was distributed, Mr. Zim- 
merman said the journal was con- 
sidering a legal challenge to the 
restriction. 

“Singapore’s banning of the 
Asian Wall Street Journal is un- 
reasonable, unwarranted and 
self-defeating,” Mr. Zimme rman 
said in the statement. “It is ironic 
that this comes at a time when 
Singapore is seeking to become a 
major financial as well as printing 
centre in South East Asia." 


tional Monetary Fund’s Special 
Drawing Right (SDR). 

This is calculatedfagainst a bas- 
ket made up of the dollar. West 
German mark, French franc, 
Japanese yen and British pound. 

Regional economists have nar- 
rowed the choice of a common 
peg down to the dollar, on which 
GCC states are heavily reliant 
because most international oil 
sales are denominated in the U.S. 
currency, the SDR or a curren- 
cies basket tailored to Gulf trade. 

Bankers noted that the five 
countries whose currencies are 
used to determine the SDR all 
have major trade links with GCC 
stales. 

The choice of the SDR has 
been touted as the line of least 
resistance as this would circum- 
vent political bargaining on a 
hybrid basket of currencies or a 
decision to sever the link with the 
dollar. 


Lebanese lira 
hits 99 to dollar 

BEIRUT (R) — The Lebanese 
pound plunged to a new low 
against the U.S. dollar Tuesday 
against a background of con- 
tinued domestic and international 
tension, dealers said. 

The pound closed at 99.00/ 
99.30 to the dollar, compared 
with 97.00/98.00 on Saturday, the 
previous day of trading. 

. Dealers, attributed^ die rapid • 
’ decline in the international value 
of the once sturdy currency to a 
U.S. navy alert in the eastern 
Mediterranean and continued un- 
certainty over the plight of fore- 
ign hostages held in Lebanon. 

“In addition to concern over 
Lebanon’s internal conflict, there 
is concern over American thread 
and particularly recent remarks 
by U.S. Secretary of State 
George Shultz," one dealer said. 

The pound's collapse has sent 
Lebanon's state deficit soaring, 
import costs have risen and the 
rate of inflation has rocketed. 
The pound was worth 18 to the 
dollar in January last year. 

Lebanon’s General Labour 
Federation, which groups local 
trade unions, estimates that con- 
sumer prices rose 162.2 per cent 
in the 12 months ended Dec. 31. 


BAHRAIN (R) — Commerce 
and Agriculture Minis ter Habib 
Kassem called Tuesday for mod- 
ern accounting standards to boost 
investor confidence on Bahrain as 
a financial centre. 

Mr. Kassem told a conference 
on accounting an auditing there 
could be no room for complacen- 
cy, particularly at a time when 
Bahrain was about to open its 
first stock exchange. 

'The much publicised recent 
difficulties of some of the major 


international financial institutions 
serve as a warning that we cannot 
be complacent with the situation 
that is virtually at a crisis point,” 
he said. 

“It is imperative that we should 
make every effort to evolve laws 
and regulations that are more 
attuned to modern business prac- 
tices and establish a set of gener- 
ally accepted financial reporting 
and disclosure standards that will 
give shareholders and investors 
more confidence in our financial 


and public institutions,” Mr. Kas- 
sem added. 

Bahrain's cabinet has passed 
legislation enabling the setting up 
of the island's first stock ex- 
change, but the final go-ahead is 
still awaiting an Emiri decree. 

Bahrain, a major Middle East 
financial centre and borne to 
about 170 banks, is also expand- 
ing its role in capital markets. In 
December, it started to issue 
treasury bills — a form of short- 
term government debt. 


Low trade figures worry Russians 


MOSCOW (R) — A Soviet 
magazine, signalling top-level 
concern at a slump in Moscow’s 
foreign currency earnings, called 
Tuesday for higher-quality Soviet 
industrial exports and better use 
of imported Western equipment. 

The weekly Ekonomicheskaya 
Gazeta also accused Western 
countries of shutting Soviet in- 
dustrial goods out of their mar- 
kets by erecting discriminatory 
tariffs and political barriers to 
trade. 

The article painted a gloomy 
picture of Soviet trade last year, 
saying turnover fell by eight per 
cent in current world prices to 130 
billion roubles ($200 billion) from 
141.6 billion roubles ($220 bil- 
lion) in 1965. 

The magazine made clear that 
last year's collapse in world ml 
prices was the chief factor behind 
the rontraction in trade. Until the 
'price fall, Moscow earned about 
80 per cent of its hard currency 
from oil and natural gas sales to 
the West. 

The Soviet Union has not yet 
published a breakdown of its 
trade with Western countries for 
the whole of 1986 but in the first 
nine months of last year, it ran a 
deficit with the West of 2.50 
billion roubles ($3.85 billion). 

Ekonomicheskaya Gazeta said 
the Soviet Union’s foreign trade 
was particuJmiy susceptible to 
fluctuations in world prices for 
raw materials because sales of 
industrial goods formed only a 
small part of its exports to the 
West. 

‘This component is small 
above all because the capitalist 
countries stubbornly protect their 


markets from Soviet machinery 
and technical products with dis- 
criminatory tariffs and trade and 
political barriers,'’ the magazine 
said. 

“The component is also small 
because the best home-made sci- 
entific and technical achieve- 
ments are not properly reflected 
in it. ...Our task is to ensure that 
the share of machinery and 
equipment grows more substan- 
tially, so that our exports general- 
ly would depend less on market 
forces.” 

Ekonomicheskaya Gazeta de- 
manded “not only better quality, 
a higher technical level of goods 
designed for export and more 
competitiveness but the strictest 
discipline in spending foreign cur- 
rency and in using imported 
goods...” 

“We could cite the fact that, 
through the fault of a number of 
ministry branches, foreign trade 
bodies and production plants in 
our country, a significant amount 
of unassembled imported equip- 
ment is lying around like a dead 
weight,” it noted. 

Western economists said last 


year's lower hand-currency earn- 
ings had placed a question mark 
over the Soviet leadership’s drive 
to rejuvenate the economy by 
limiting the country’s imports of 
advanced equipment. 

In the period January to 
September last year. Western im- 
ports feD to 12.1 bflfiou roubles 
($18.6 billion) from 14.4 btDion 
roubles ($22.2 bflban) in tiie 
same period of 1965. Exports to 
the West fell to 9.6 billion roubles 
($14.8 billion) from 13.4 Uffion 
roubles ($20.6 bflhou). 

Western' economists said the 
Soviet Union had covered the 
deficit partly by increaang gold 
sales and partly by borrowing 
more on Western crettit markets. 
Arms sales are another valuable 
source of income, although their 
exact value is unknown. 

The Western economists said 
the Soviet Union had gained 
some respite because of a better- 
th an -usual pain harvest last year, 
which permitted lower grain im- 
ports and an upturn in the world 
price for oil, now around $18 a 
barrel. 


World’s beef output may drop 

GENEVA (R) — World beef and veal output is expected to fall by 
about 1.5 per cent in 1967, bringing respite from years of 
overproduction and prospects of a firmer export market, the 
General Agreement mi Tariffs and TVade said Tbesday. The 
Geneva-based world trade body predicted lower output by the 
United States, the European Community, Canada, Australia, Argen- 
tina and Uruguay. Beef and veal consumption was also expected to 
drop this year, mainly because less would be eaten in the United 
States (down five per cent) and Canada (three per cent). But 
overall 1987 was seen as bringing “a respite from years of 
overproduction. ’’ World output was predicted at about 42 mOKou 
tonnes. 


Peanuts 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Harris 


I COULD HAVE HAP 
AN OLDER SISTER TO 
LOOK UP TO.. 



Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: CURIO FAMED MANAGE PAROLE 
Answer; Something a lot of women are taken in by— 

A GIRDLE 
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Colombo troops advance 


against Tamil guerrillas 


COLOMBO (R) — Sri Lankan security forces 
advanced on all fronts Tuesday against guerrillas 
fighting for an independent T amil homeland, a 
government statement said. 

The statement said rebels were lencc flared on the island in July 


erations, went to the Madhn 
Church Monday after troops 
cleared the area. 


fleeing into jungles as troops 
searched villages; occupied guer- 
rilla hideouts, destroyed bunkers 
and seized weapons on the sixth 
day of an offensive. 

It Said security forces were 
throwing cordons around jungles 
and pursuing guerrillas into the 
tangled undergrowth. The opera- 
tion covers about a fifth of the 
island claimed by Tamils as their 
homeland. It stretches from Man- 
nar in the north west to the 
northern strongholds Jaffna and 
Kilinochchi and Trincomalee dis- 
trict in the east, the statement 
added. 

Batticaloa and Ampara dis- 
tricts, also in the east, were 
cleared of rebels last week. 

In Mannar, where troops adv- 
anced Monday with support from 
the airforce , security forces cap- 
tured SO suspected rebels be- 
lieved from the Libe ration Tigers 
o f Ta mil Eelam (LTTE). The 
LTTE is the most powerful of the 
five main guerrilla groups. 

At least 114 troops, rebels and 
civilians have died in fighting 
since the beginning of this month, 
according to government figures. 

More than 5000 people have 
died since widespread ethnic vio- 


1983. 

Tamils, who form 13 per cent 
of the island's 15 million people, 
want a separate state in the north 
and east where most of them live. 

They accuse the Sinhalese- 
dominated government of discri- 
mmatmg against them in lan- 
guage, education, employment 
and land settlement 

■ The government has offered to 
redress their grievances by grant- 
ing autonomy to Tamil areas 
through a system of elected pro- 
vincial councils. 

While most Tamil groups are 
prepared to consider the proposal 
a s a basis for negotiation, the 
LTTE opposes it. 

The government said among 
the areas recaptured Monday 
were a strategic junction at 
Uliyankulam and the jungles of 
Madhu where a Catholic shrine 
attracted thousand of pilgrims be- 
fore it became a centre of guerril- 
la activity. 

The government said the 
Catholic Bishop of Mannar, Tho- 
mas Savundmayagam, accompa- 
nied by General Cyril Ranatun- 
ga, the commander of security 
forces and Brigadier Denzil Kob- 
bekaduwa, who directed the op- 


In a separate operation Mon- 
day, die security forces made 
further advances in Kflmoch chi in 
the north and captured an LITE 
stronghold at Tunnuttai/ 


3,000 people detained 


In a separate development Sri 
Lanka has detained about 3,000 
people in the past two days to 
bead off co mmunal riots follow- 
ing the massacre of 29 villagers by 
Tamil separatists, a government 
spokesman said Tuesday. 

He said most people detained 
were trouble-makers, who might 
use the H.-ngs to stir up the 
majority Sinhalese community 
against min ority Tamils. 


“All over the island, we can 
safely say about 3,000 have been 
detained. We’ve given diem 
warnings and in two to three 
weeks, once the situation has 
eased, well release them,” the 
spokesman told Reuters. 

Police have powers to detain 
anyone up to 18 months without 
trial under the four-year-old pre- 
vention of terrorism act to cope 
with the Tamil war. 

The toll in Saturday’s massacre 
at Arantalawa in the eastern dis- 
trict of Amparai rose to 29 when 
a man died in hospital. 


Reagan to consult with allies on SDI 


WASHINGTON (R) — Presi- 
dent Reagan is pledging to con- 
sult with U.S. allies before order- 
ing research on his “Star Wars” 
anti-missile defence programme 
into a new phase, the White 
House has said. 

Spokesman Marlin Fitzwater 
acknowledged Washington had. 
already been hearing from allies 
concerned about possible U.S. 


implementation of a new inter- 
pretation of the anti-ballistic mis- 
sfle (ABM) treaty that would 
allow an extensive testing prog- 
ramme. 

But in an apparent effort to 
alleviate these concerns, Mr. 
Fitzwater told reporters: “The 
president believes that we should 
and will consult with the Con- 
gress and our allies as we go 


through this process.” 

Mr. Fitzwater acknowledged 
that there was disagreement over 
the timing of a new phase of die 
Strategic Defence Initiative 
(SDI), the formal nam e for the 
Star Wars programme. But he 
said Mr. Reagan did not feel 

“and he will take^as^long as he 
wants” to make a decision. 


Soviets reportedly suffer 
2 major space failures 


WASHINGTON (R) — The 
Soviet Union has suffered two 


major space programme acci- 
dents in recent weeks, including 
the largest space-vehicle loss 
since the U.S. shuttle disaster, an. 
authoritative aerospace journal 
has said. 

Aviation Week and Space 
Technology magazine said a 770- 
tonne SL-12 Proton booster, the 
Soviet Union’s most powerful 
rocket, failed during launch on 
Jan. 30, only two days after the 
first anniversary of the explosion 
of the U.S. shuttle Challenger 
and the deaths of seven crew. 

The Proton rocket was laun- 
ched from the Soviet flight centre 
in Tyuraiam, which has used to 
successfully send two cosmonauts 
into orbit last week. 

The cosmonauts were sent to a 
rendezvous with the orbiting 
space station Mir. 

For its report, the magazine 
quoted U.S. intelligence sources 
and analysis by Geoffrey Perry, 
head of Britain's Kettering Space 
Observer Group. 

A second failure cited by the 
magazine was the deliberate des- 
truction of a Cosmos military 
reconnaissance satellite on Jan. 
29 to prevent it from falling into 
U.S. hands after it malfunc- 
tioned. 

The spy satellite was launched 
from the northern Cosmodrome 
at Plesetsk on Jan. 15 on a 14-day 
mission to photograph various 
targets. Aviation Week said. 

But it failed to return to earth 
as intended and rather than let it 
fall into U.S. hands for analysis 
or hit a populated area, the satel- 


lite was blown up. 

Moscow is marketing -the 62 
metres Proton, capable of lifting 
cargoes of up to two tonnes, as a 
space launch vehicle for non- 
Soviet Bloc countries in competi- 
tion with U.S., European and 
Chinese rockets. 

Despite the failures, the ma- 
gazine said the Soviet launch pace 
means that by the end of this 
month, more Soviet missions will 
have been sent aloft than the 
United States plans for all of 
1987. 

The loss of die Challenger has 
grounded the U-S. space prog- 
ramme while extensive changes 
are made in shuttle technology 
and management to improve 
safety and reliability. 

The shuttle is scheduled to 
resume flights next February. 

Meanwhile Soviet television 
Monday showed Cosmonauts 
Yuri Romanenko and Alexander 
Lavcikm aboard the Mir orbiting 
space station and viewers heard 
they were ready to begin experi- 
ments after their successful dock- 
ing Sunday. 

“Now we are starting the 
second stage of work and will 
carry out a series of experiments 
on Mir,” said Romanenko, the 
42-year-old mission commando:, 
as flight Engineer Lavcflrin, 35, 
carried on with routine duties. 

The Soviet News Agency 
TASS said earlier that the cosmo- 
nauts had reactivated life- supp o r t 
and temp e ra ture control systems - 
and tested communications sys- 
tems and other equipment since 
their Soynz TM-2 spacecraft 
docked with Mir. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


BY CHARLES GOREX 
AMD OMAH SHAHJF 
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SPOT THE DIFFERENCE 


Both vulnerable. South deals. 
NORTH 

* A 10 3 2 
7 10 6 
.<* 10 6 4 
*872 

WEST EAST 

• 7 * Q 9 6 4 

=7 AQ9 8 2 TK7543 

C*KJ832 0 A 9 7 6 

*9 5 * Void 

SOUTH 

# K J 8 5 
<74 


Void 

♦ A K Q J 10643 
The bidding: 

South West North Eut 

1 * 17 Dble 4 ? 

6 * Pass Pass Pass 

Opening lead: Ace of 7 
You can’t afford to ignore spot 
cards. Possession of intermediate 
cards can determine how you tack- 
le a suit. This hand is an excellent 
example. 

In the partnership style, North’s 
double of one heart was "nega- 
tive.” i.e.. for takeout in the unbid 
suits and not For penalties. East's 
raise to four hearts was well- 
judged and made life difficult for 
South. He eventually decided to 
gamble on the fact that his partner 


held a useful ace. and contracted 
for the small slam In clubs. 

West led the ace of hearts and 
continued the suit. Declarer 
ruffed, drew crumps in two rounds 
and now was faced with the prob- 
lem of how to tackle the spade suit. 
There was nothing in the bidding to 
indicate which defender was likely 
to hold the queen. The fact that 
East had shown out In dubs made 
it a bit more likely that he held 
length in spades, but that alone 

was not conclusive. Which way 
would you take the spade finesse 
and why? 

The key factor In declarer's deci- 
sion was that he possessed the 
eight of spades. That card meant 
he could protect against the 
posslbllty that East started with 
four spades headed by the Q-9. De- 
clarer led a spade to the ace and re- 
turned the ten of spades. East cov- 
ered and South won the king. When 
West failed to follow. It was a sim- 
ple matter for dedarer to get back 
to dummy with a trump to lead an- 
other spade and take the marked 
finesse for the nine. 

Note that if West had started 
with four spades to the Q-9, there 
Is no way that declarer could have 
brought in the suit without loss. 


Austrian 


aide denies 


suggesting 

Waldheim 


should quit 


VIENNA (R) — The Conserva- 
tive People’s Party (OJEVP) 
Tuesday denied an Israeli news- 
paper report that Austrian Fore- 
ign Minister Alois Mock had sug- 
gested President Knit Waldheim 
resign for ostensible health 
reasons because allegations over 
his Nazi past had hurt Austria. 

A statement issued by die par- 
ty, which Mr. Mock heads and 
which backed Dr. Waldheim in 
last year's presidential election, 
said the report was “false and 
untrue.” 

The Jerusalem Post published a 
draft of a letter it said Mr. Mock 
sent to British Prime Minister 
Margaret Thatcher on Dec. 15 
suggesting Dr. Waldheim quit for 
ostensible health reasons because 
all e ga ti ons over his service with 


army t 

The OEVP statement said: 
"This report is false and untrue. 
There is no letter from Mock to 
Thatcher of this date or with this 
content It u-rnamfestiy a fake. 

“Dr. Mock only wrote a letter 
to Mrs. Thatcher on Dec. 18, 
1986 on the occasion of Christmas 
and the New Year, which in no 
way mentioned or touched on the 
federal president” 

As well as leading the OEVP, 
Mr. Mock is chairman of the 
European Democratic Union, 
which groups Europe’s conserva- 
tive parties, indbadiiig Mrs. 
Thatcher’s. 

The draft of the letter pub- 
lished by the Jerusalem Post said: 
"I found your proposal in connec- 
tion with President Waldheim 
reasonable.” 

“I share your opinion, that in 
the field of foreign policy the 
person of Mr. Waldheim exerts a 
detrimental effect on the interna- 
tional conservative movement 
and isolates Austria from our 
Western friends,” the letter 
added. 

“Therefore I regard resolving 
of the issue opportune. In this 
way, it seems advisable to per- 
suade President Waldheim to res- 
ign in the course of 1987 riting 
health reasons," it said. 

Allegations that Dr. Wal- 
dheim, a former United Nations 
secretary general, had hidden a 
past as a Nazi officer in the 
Balkans during World War H 
dominated his election campaign 
last year. Dr. Waldheim denied 
the allegations. 

The letter said Mr. Waldheim’s 
resignation before this year 
would have harmed the conserva- 
tives in Austria. 

Die newspaper said a Thatcher 
aide had confirmed the British 
prime minister received a letter 
from Mr. Mode dated Dec. 15. It 
said the aide would not divulge its 
contents. 


Rivalries 
flare at 
European 
talks with 
C. America 


GUATEMALA CITY (R) — A 
bitter row between Central 


American nations marred die 
first day of a regional peace meet- 
ing and a senior European Com- 
munity official called for greater 
efforts at cooperation. 

Community Council President 
and Belgian Foreign Munster Leo 
Tin demons, addressing' the first 
working session Monday, urged 
frank and direct dialogue be- 
tween the various warring fac- 
tions in the five Central Amer- 
ican states. 


“If this conference reinforces 
the political determination of the 
participants... it will have served 
the cause of peace,” he said. “If 
not, we will, sadly, have reason to 
question the use of this exercise.” 
The Community, meeting here 
with delegates from Central 
American countries and the Con- 
tadora peace-seeking group, be- 
gan efforts to soothe regional 
tension through economic aid in 
1984. 


Long-standing enmity between 
Managua and its neighbours 
flared when Nicaragua objected 
to El Salvador speaking on behalf 
of Central America at the open- 
ing ceremony. 

To avoid a diplomatic scene, 
Salvadorean Foreign Minister 
Ricardo Acevedo Peralta stayed 
away but later called a news 
co n fere n ce to denounce what he 
called Nicaragua’s “propaganda 
game.” 

He accused the SaiKhmstas of 
being the root of Central Amer- 
ica’s problems, of not wanting 
peace in the region and of trying 
to destabilise El Salvador. 

“This incident at the ceremony 
shows once again that the real 
lack of political will for peace lies 
with them,” he said. 

Tension between Soviet-back- 
ed Nicaragua and its pro-U.S. 
neighbours has been a do minant 
feature of Central American poli- 
tks since the Sandimstas took 
control in 1979. 

Contra rebel attacks on Nicar- 
agua from bases along with bor- 
ders of Honduras and Consta 
Rica have led to frequent clashes 
between Managua and its two 
neighbours. 

El Salvador shares Washing- 
ton’s view that the Sandinistas are 
bent on exporting revolution with 
help of die Soviet Union and 
Cuba and accuses leftist Nicar- 
agua of supporting die rebels 
aginst which it has been fighting a 
seven-year dvfl war. 


Peking signs South 
Pacific nuclear treaty 


SUVA, Fiji (AP) — China on 
Tuesday signed the South Pacific 
nuclear free zone treaty, joining 
die Soviet Union as tire only 
nuclear powers to pledge they 
will not test or use nuclear 
weapons in the region. 

Chinese Ambassador to Fiji, Ji 
Chaozhu, signed two of the trea- 
ty’s three protocols at the Suva 
headquarters of the South Pacific 
Bureau for economic coopera- 
tion. The bureau oversees the 
13-nation South Pacific Forum, 
which created the treaty. 

“The Chinese government be- 
lieves that to make the South 
Pacific a real nuclear free zone, 
those states in possession of large 
nuclear arsenals have a special 
responsibility,” Mr. Ji sauL“Chi- 
na will scrupulously abide by its 
obligations.” 

Tuesday's ceremony came five 
days after the United States 
announced it would not sign the 
treaty because it would com- 
promise “global security interests 
and responsibilities.'’ 


France, which tests nudear de- 
vices in the South Pacific near 
French Polynesia, has refused to 
sign the treaty. Britain has yet to 
announce its dedsioo. 


China and the Soviet Union 
have signed the same two pro- 
tocols — pledging not to test, use 
or threaten to use nndear devices 
in the region. The other protocol 
applies only to countries with 
possessions in the South Pacific. 

The Soviet ambassador signed 
the protocols in December, four 
days after the treaty came into 
feffect. 


In Us speech, Mr. Ji said China 
reserved the right to reconsider 
its commitment. He said that 
would happen if “other nudear 
weapon states or the contracting 
parties to the treaty take any 
action in gross violation of the 
treaty and its attached protocols, 
thus chang in g the status of the 
nndear free zone and endanger- 
ing the security interests of 
China.” 


23 miners survive, 2 die 
in Chinese mine disaster 


PEKING (AP) — Twenty-three 
miners were rescued last month 
after surviving for almost three 
days in a near-airless pocket of a 
flooded coal mine in China's 
central Anhui province, the Chi- 
na Daily reported Tuesday. 

Two workers died in the mine 
disaster, said the China daily, in 
an unusual full-page chronicle of 
the New Year’s Day rescue mis- 
sion carried out by navy divers. 

It said the miners were trapped 
about 100 metres underground by 
a flood of ‘icy waters on the 
morning of Dec. 29 at the 1,000- 
ycar-old Laogu HQ1 Mine in 
Xiaoixian county. Some dangled 
from roof beams for several hours 
before making their way through 
chest-high water to a shelter. 

At 3:40 &jn. the following day, 
they finally made telephone con- 
tact with the surface, saying 
“aU’re here lade of oxygen.” 


Thousands of rescuers, work- 
ing in a blizzard, failed to connect 
with a ventilation hole drilled 
from the surface, and three 
pomps fixed to the mine’s ancient 
pit shafts could move only 200 
square metres of'water an hour. 

An urgent cable was sent to the 
navy’s East China Sea fleet, 
which dispatched a rescue team 
of 14 officers and divers, but 
initial attempts to enter the cave 
faded because the water was too 
cold for light diving suits and 
scuba gear. 

The report said Liu Rong- 
chuan, chief diving coach of the 
East China Sea Fleet, on Dec. 31 
entered the shaft in 79-k3ogram- 
me suit, dragging a 200-metre 
ventilation tube and carrying 
chocolate and fruit juice. It took 
him three hours to reach die 
miners, who had been drinking 
the filthy water and eating paper. 


Gunmen flee after freeing 
Marseille bank hostages 


MARSEILLE, France (R) — 
Twenty-three hostages held by 
seven armed men in a Marseille 
bask were freed but die gunmen 
fled through a basement exit, a 
police spokesman said. 

The hostages — customers and 
bank staff — were held at gun- 
point. by the would-be robbers 
who burst into a branch of the 
Marseille Savings Bank in die 
centre of this Mediterranean port 
dty shortly after it opened this 


morning. 

The spokesman said none of 
the hostages was injured. Die 
gunmen fled through under- 
ground passageways, tie said, and 
police were searching for them in 
the area. 

A senior police officer told a 
. news conference Monday after- 
noon that he had talked with the 
gang leader, who said be was 
willing to negotiate for release of 
the hostages. 


Hurricane death toll reaches 45 in Vanuatu 


PORT VILA, Vanuatu (AP) — 
Authorities on Tuesday found the 
wrecks of three inter-coastal fer- 
ries that apparently capsized in 
the strong winds of hurricane 
UMA, raising die death toll from 
the storm to 45. 

The Australian High Commis- 
sion said the ferries sank while 
seeking shelter at Tama, 240 
kOoxn^es south of Port Vila, as 
the storm pounded this South 
Pacific island nation for eight 
hours Sunday. 

The storm also destroyed hun- 
dreds of tomes and crops and 
downed power lines. Damage 


"was estimated at $140 million. 

Officials initially said the 
bodies of four people were found 
in the storm’s aftermaths Howev- 
er, they said 41 people were on 
the capsized ferries and were 
presumed drowned after recon- 
naissance flight to outlying is- 
lands spotted the wrecks of the 
Zulu, Astronaut and Fetukai. 

James Batley, the deputy high 
commissioner, said seaitii efforts 
for possible survivors had been 
abandoned. 

He told the Australian Associ- 
ated Press that a French helicop- 
ter spotted the wrecks on 


Tuesday. 

Vanuatu, about 1,920 
kflometres north east of Austra- 
lia, has a population of about 
160,000. The island nation, 
formerly known as the New Heb- 
rides, was jointly ruled by France 
and Britain until gaming inde- 
pendence in 1980. 

Authorities had no way of 
knowing the effects of the storm 
on remote islands in the area 
because communications systems 
were knocked ont. The govern- 
ment used New Zealand and local 
aircraft to gather information 
from the southern islands. 


Coroner: Liberace’s death caused by AIDS 


INDIO, California (R) — A Cali- 
fornia coroner has disclosed that 
entertainer Liberaoe died of a 
form of pneumonia caused by 
AIDS and said there had been an 
attempted cover up. 

Coroner Raymond Carrillo 
told reporters Monday, the flam- 
boyant showman, who died in 
Palm Springs last Wednesday 
aged 67, could have been suffer- 
ing from the deadly acquired im- 
mune deficiency syndrome for 
months or years. 

A spokeswoman for Liberace 
said last week the pianist died of 
cardiac arrest brought on by a 
form of brain damage. 

But Carrillo, who had Liber- 
ace’s embalmed body brought 
back from a cemetery so he could 
perform a post mortem, said the 
announced cause of death had 
not made sense. 

Asked if he believed there was 
an attempt to evade a law under 
which contagious diseases have to 
be reported to state authorities, 
Carrillo replied: 

“It is my firm belief that some- 
one along the line wanted to pull 
a fast one.” 

He said the doctor who pro- 
nounced the cause of death — 
Liberace’s personal physician Dr. 
Ronald Daniels — and the 
mortuary concerned would be re- 
ported to the appropriate ^county 
authorities. 

“But there will be no cr iminal 
prosecution at this time,” he 
added. 

Carrillo said heart problems 
were a contributing factor to 
liberace’s death and there, was 
calcium on the heart valves but 


this was not the cause of death. 

Among those at high risk from 
AIDS are homosexuals but 
liberace and his manager of 36 
years, Seymour Heller, always 
firmly denied the entertainer fell 
in this category. 

Bnt in October, 1982, his for- 
mer chauffeur and secretary, 
Scott Thorson, sued the enter- 
tainer for $113 million, d aiming a 
six-year “sexual, emotional and 
business” agreement was 
breached when four men evicted 
him from the home he shared 
with the entertainer. 

According to court documents, 
Liberace, who never married, 
settled the lawsuit for $95,000. 

The entertainer, born Wiadzin 
but known to friends as Lee, died 
in his Spanish-style home with 
beautiful music playing in the 
background, a publicity agent 
said. 

Within two hours, undertakers 
took away his gaunt body for 
embalming, making blood tests 
impossible. 

Assistants to Carrillo, whose 
jurisdiction includes Palm 
Springs, picked up the body at a 
Los Angeles cemetery die day 
before it was due to be buried and 
took it back 260 kilometres to 
Riverside for a post-mortem. 

Liberace’s medical records 
were subpoenaed and Carrillo 
said on Saturday blood tests 
taken last month showed Liber- 
ace had been exposed to the 
AIDS virus. 

His body was buried the same 
day in his family tomb at Forest 
Lawn Cemetery in‘ the Holly- 
wood Hills of Los Angeles, 


alongside Arose of his brother 
Geor g e and his mother Frances. 
' “In layman’s terms, Liberace 
died on an opportunistic disease 
caused by AIDS,” Carrillo said. 
Opportunistic diseases occur 
when a person’s lack of immunity 
is destroyed, as with AIDS. 

Carrillo said Liberace had a 
rare form of pneumonia and told 
reporters the county health de- 
partment would try to contact 
people who had had contact with 

him . 


He said the-body of someone 
who had died with a contagious 
disease should not have left the 
county without permission. The 
first tie knew the body had been 
■taken to Los Angeles from the 
■county in which Palm Springs 
fall was last Friday. 

“The mortuary authorities did 
not notify the coroner’s office 
they were taking the body out of 
the county," Carrillo said. 

Officials of the Eisenhower 
Medical Centre, where Liberace 
it three days last month be- 
going home to (fie, said the 
centre had acted properly. 

Once subpoenas were served, 
the centre handed over all the 
information it had promptly and 
quickly, they said. 


Liberace slipped into a coma 
last Tuesday after he was given 
last rites by a Catholic priest. He 
never regained consciousness. 

At a memorial service last Fri- 
day a telegram from President 
Reagan was read. “Lee was a 
gifted musician who truly earned 
the tide of superstar,” Mr. 
Reagan said. 


COLUMNS 7&6 


Looters confess after gallows treatment 


TEHRAN (R) r Four men confessed to looting bombed 

buildings after they were strung up by their hands on apabhc 
sallows in the north western Iranian aty of Urunaa, Kayhan 
newspaper has reported. It quoted city officials as saying the 
men were hung on the gallows “to make them known to the 
people and asmeir preliminary punishment.” The officials said 
26 thieves had been arrested in Uramia for stealing from houses 
rfamawri by Iraqi air raids. The deputy commander, of the 
“Baal/’ Iran’s parliamentary force, told Ettelaat newspaper last 
week that robbers taking advantage of the situation in cities 
after air raids would receive maximum pun ishmen t. 


Marquess fined for plowing Roman site 


,1.' . 








WARWICK, England (AP) — The Marquess of Hertford was 
fined £10,000 ($15,000) for plowing up a historic Roman nun. 
Hertford told the judj^, "TO send you a check.” Hertford 
admitted violating Britain's anefem monuments and archaeology 
act by Ha nigging the remains of foe Roman settlement on his 
3,000-acre (1,200-hedare) farming estate near Stratford-upon- 
Avon in central England in July 1985. Prosecutor Coleman 
Treacy told the court that the site was recognised as a 
first-century Roman settlement and had not been plowed for 
hundreds of years. After it was plowed by the herkfifary 
nobleman's staff, people with metal detectors arrived looking 
for Roman coins. About 1,000 pieces of glass and pottery were 
found, but no coins, Treacy said. Hertford told the court that 
he had understood from the Department of the Environment 
♦hat “normal fanning activities, and plowing is the most normal 
one can think of, were all right.” 
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Britain logs biggest rise in AIDS 


LONDON (R) — Britain reported its biggest monthly increase 
in AIDS cases and Social Services Minister Norman Fowler 
warned that the worst was yet to come. Government figures 
showed that 686 cases of people suffering from acquired 
immime deficiency syndrome were reported to the end of 
January, including 35 5 deaths. This represented an increase of 
76 over the total at the end of December. Mr. Fowler, 
who recently visited AIDS victims in a San 
Francisco Hospice during a trip to see how U.S. sufferers are 
treated, told reporters: “This is the biggest monthly increase in 
AIDS cases we have so far experienced. The situation win get 
worse before it can get better,” he added. Last month the first 
ward specifically for AIDS victims was opened at London’s - 
Middlesex Hospital. The release of the latest figures coincided 
with a call from a leading researcher for more government cash . 
and a cut in delays in testing AIDS vaccines in h uman s. 
Professor Avrion Mitchison, a leading immunologist resear- 
ching AIDS at London’s University College, warned that too 
'much time was being spent on testing vaccines on animals. “It is 
tinw to move into man. Otherwise, you are subjecting the 
population to a grave and unnecessary risk,” he told a news 
conference. 


5 charged with robbing museum 


LONDON (AP) — Five men were charged with conspiring to 
rob a London museum, the scene of a shootout late Friday in 
which police killed one man. A police marksman fatally 
wounded Dennis Bergin, 26, when a stakeout team surprised 
would-be thieves inside the house of 18th century architect Sir 
John Soane, now a museum filled with art treasures in London’s 
Holbom district. The accused, who included Bergin 's 23-year- 
old brother, George, were also charged with being armed wife a 
sawed-off shotgun intending to commit robbery. They ware 
detained in police custody and did not apply for bail., Ah 
internal police, inquiry is under way into the shooting of Dennis 
Bergin, who died after emergency surgery. An alleged accom- 
plice was also shot by police and was reported in “comfortable” 
condition in a hospital. Police have said no shots were fired by 
Dennis Betgin. The museum’s contents include masterpieces fay 
William Hogarth, J.M.W. Turner, Antonio Canaletto and Sir 
Joshua Reynolds, as well as antique /furniture and Greek, 
Roman and Egyptian art objects. 


AIDS blood flushed Into sewers 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — Undertakers who drain blood from 
AIDS victims daring the embalming process flush blood into the 
sewer system, but health officials say there is no evidence the 
procedure poses a public danger. The question arose after the 
death of entertainer Liberace, whose body showed evidence of 
the virus that causes the deadly acquired immune deficiency, 
syndrome. Dick Fisher, a spokesman for the Forest Lawn 
Memorial Parks, said that liberace’s body was embalmed and 
his bldod disposed of as if the entertainer did not have AIDS. 
During embalming, blood is drained from the body and it is 


routing disposed of in the public sewer system, undertakers 

ibalmed, formaldehyde is pumped 


said. “When the body is emt 
into the blood. After embalming, the blood is' removed and 
poured down the drain,” said Dick Gray of the After Care 
Mortuary in the San Fernando Valley area of Los Angeles. Tom 
Leonard, a public health adviser with the AIDS programme of 
the National Centres for Disease Control in Atlanta, said this 


practice apparently poses no danger, because formaldehyde 
would kill the AIDS virus. 


Child slavery ring uncovered 


LAGOS, Nigeria (AP) — Modern-day slave traders are taking 
young children in south eastern Nigeria's Cross River state to 
work on plantations or as household servants, the independent 
Guardian newspaper has reported. In a special investigative 
report, the Guardian said children between the ages of five and 
15 in the Cross River town of Ogoja had been lured, coerced or 
kidnapped and taken in trucks to south western Ogun state. 
There, the strongest were chosen to work in cocoa plantations 
while the others were sent to Ibadan or Lagos to work as 
household servants. Community leaders inOgqja told the 
newspaper more than 2,000 children had been taken away 
without their parents’ knowledge or consent. Primary school 
.enrollment and local agricultural output bad been by 

•the departures. The newspaper said in some cases recruiters had 
offered parents tobacco or $10 as compensation for their 
children being taken to work elsewhere. In other cases the 
children were taken away without their parent’s knowledge. 
Some children willingly left their families, w alking up to 25 
kilometres to a meeting point where they were taken away on 
bicycles or motorcycles, the paper said. Children recruited to 
work m Lagos earn about eight to $10 in monthly wages, the 
Guardian reported. 


China forms society for sex research 


PEKING (AP) — China has organised its first soriehr for 
researdi on sexual relations, the ofeaJXinhua Ne^A^mcy 
reported Sunday. Xinhua said the society in the north 
province of Heflongiang has 177 membL and w£ hoM 

°“ sex - reiate ?. *»«*. provide sex educatiTto ffie 
pibhc and offer counselling services. The report traoted Wu 

tSSw PreS,<?ent 0i AssodatiSfor ££*2 
SC3raal ^wledge and sexual morality are 
important for bufldmg an advanced socialist ideokwv and 
has been a ta^Tbjm ^nMc 
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